
 

Offset Reconciliation Statement Summary 
 
Australia Pacific LNG Pty Limited (Australia Pacific LNG) is committed to delivering environmental 
offsets to compensate for significant, residual, unavoidable impacts on environmental values as result 
of its multibillion dollar, world-class Coal Seam Gas (CSG) to Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) export 
project in Queensland (the Project). To date Australia Pacific LNG has developed an extensive portfolio 
of direct land based offsets and indirect offset solutions including contributions to research activities 
and biodiversity projects, in accordance with the Queensland Government approved Australia Pacific 
LNG Environmental Offset Strategy. 
 
This annual reconciliation statement provides an update on Australia Pacific LNG’s extensive offsets 
portfolio and details progress made over the 2013-2014 reporting year (November 2013 to November 
2014). It also provides a reconciliation of offsets against actual disturbance in accordance with the 
Queensland Coordinator-General’s approval condition Appendix 1, Part 1, Condition 5(3g, h, i and j). In 
November 2013, Origin Energy Resources Limited (Origin) on behalf of Australia Pacific LNG submitted 
the ‘Environmental Offset Reconciliation Statement 2012-2013’ (2012-2013 Reconciliation Statement; 
detailing progress of Project offsets over the 2012-2013 reporting year (November 2010 to November 
2013). This is the second annual reconciliation statement to be submitted to the Coordinator-General, 
Queensland Department of Environment and Heritage Protection and the Australian Government 
Department of the Environment. 
 
Offsets are currently required for unavoidable, significant, residual impacts on environmental values 
including Great Barrier Reef World Heritage values, threatened ecological communities, endangered 
and of concern remnant and regrowth vegetation, marine habitat, wetlands, watercourses, threatened 
flora species and habitat for threatened fauna species. Australia Pacific LNG has made substantial 
progress on its secured and preferred offset sites over the 2013-2014 reporting year including: 
 

 The purchase/surrender/transfer of freehold and leasehold interests over the Monte Christo 
Property to the Queensland Government. Dedication of most of the property as Conservation 
Park is almost complete. The cattle grazing rights over the adjacent Curtis Island Conservation 
Park and State Forest have also been secured and relinquished to the Queensland Government. 

 

 The leasehold interests over the Dukes Plain property were secured in November 2013. Work is 
progressing to legally protect the offset area as a Nature Refuge and in principle support has 
been gained from the Queensland Government to ideally transition the offset area to National 
Park. The dedicated offset and rehabilitation areas on the property have been agreed with the 
sub lessee and on-ground management activities of these areas has commenced. Origin is 
finalizing the Dukes Plain Offset and Rehabilitation Area Management Plan for submission to 
the Australian Government in December 2014 and the Queensland Government by March 2015. 
Following approval it will be used to inform ongoing management of the offset and 
rehabilitation areas. 

 

 Origin, on behalf of Australia Pacific LNG, signed an offset agreement with the landowner of 
the Inverness property to establish a 200 ha offset area for threatened flora species Cycas 
megacarpa and Acacia pedleyi. A total of 261 C. megacarpa individuals were successfully 
translocated to the Inverness offset area in August and September 2014. Management and 
monitoring activities of the offset area, including specific maintenance activities for 
translocated cycad individuals, are being undertaken in accordance with the Inverness Offset 
Area Management Plan and the Cycas megacarpa Management and Translocation Plan. 

 
 



 Ongoing management and monitoring is being undertaken of legally secured offset sites 
Pinehurst and Rockwood for threatened flora species Rutidosis lanata and Eleocharis blakeana 
in accordance with the Offset Area Management Plans. This also included submission of the 
first annual management and monitoring reports for each offset in July 2014. 

 

 Negotiations with the Colamba landowner have recommenced to establish an offset area for 
Brigalow TEC, wetlands and threatened fauna species habitat. 

 

 The location of the proposed offset for A. wardelli on the Rockwood property has been changed 
to an area with more suitable potential habitat for the species. The Species Technical 
Committee has recommended for reclassification of A. wardellii from near threatened. Should 
A. wardelii be reclassified, an offset would not be warranted, instead like-for-like rehabilitation 
of the impact area would be conducted. However, Origin will continue to progress with the 
proposed offset until otherwise advised. 

 
Australia Pacific LNG is continuing to make progress on its indirect offset activities. Biodiversity and 
marine research projects are well underway through the Gas Industry Social & Environmental Research 
Alliance (GISERA). Positive progress is also being made on additional indirect offset projects in which 
Australia Pacific LNG has provided financial contributions toward. These include the Long Term Marine 
Turtle Management Plan, water mouse research on Curtis Island, removal of fish barrier works at the 
Condamine Town Weir and Fitzroy River turtle nest protection. 
 
Substantial progress has been made over the last reporting year to progress the extensive portfolio of 
direct and indirect offsets to compensate for significant, residual, unavoidable Project impacts on 
environmental values. 
 
Planned progress over the next 12 months includes: 
 

 The legal protection of the Dukes Plain, Colamba and Inverness offset areas. 

 The transfer of interests over the Monte Christo Property to the Queensland Government for 
legal protection. 

 Refining the reconciliation calculations for the remaining Project offset requirements. 

 The completion of the 2014 Fitzroy River Turtle nest protection program. 

 The design and construction of the Condamine Town Weir fishway. 

 A presentation at the Australian Petroleum Production and Exploration Association (APPEA) 

 conference on the lessons learned in implementing offsets. 

 Planning future management of offsets. 

 Considering effective and ecologically beneficial approaches to compensating for significant, 
residual impacts on threatened fauna habitat. 

 
Following legal protection of direct land based offsets identified as part of Australia Pacific LNG’s 
portfolio, on ground offset implementation and long term management will be conducted in 
accordance with offset area management plans for each site. Substantial funds have been allocated for 
each direct offset for management for the life of the offset. 
 
Origin is working towards quantifying remaining Project offset requirements and providing appropriate 
offset solutions, direct or indirect, to compensate for impacts on environmental values and achieving 
beneficial ecological outcomes for the environment. 
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