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1. Purpose 

The purpose of this document is to report on compliance with each condition of Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act) Approval 2017/7881 Spring Gully North-West 
North-East. 

Condition 27 of EPBC Approval 2017/7881 requires a compliance report to be published on the 
Australia Pacific LNG website. This report has been prepared in accordance with Condition 27. 

Condition 27 states that: 

The approval holder must prepare a compliance report for each 12-month period following the date 
of the commencement of the action, or as otherwise agreed to in writing by the Minister. The 
approval holder must: 

a. publish each compliance report on its website within 60 business days following the relevant 12-
month period; 

b. notify the Department by email that a compliance report has been published on its website within 
5 business days of the date of publication; 

c. keep all compliance reports publicly available on its website for the duration of this approval; 

d. exclude or redact sensitive ecological data from compliance reports published on its website; 
and 

e. where any sensitive ecological data has been excluded from the version published, submit the 
full compliance report to the Department within 5 business days of publication. 

Note: Compliance reports may be published on the Department's website. 

2. Details of Activities and Scope 

Table 1 sets out the scope and details of the relevant activities subject to EPBC Act Approval 
2017/7881 and this compliance report. 

It is noted that a directed variation to EPBC Act Approval 2017/7881 took effect on 6 November 2024. 

      Table 1 Key Approval and Project Details 

Element Description 
EPBC number:  2017/7881 
Project Name: Spring Gully North-West North-East  
Approval Holder and ABN: Australia Pacific LNG Pty Limited, ABN 68 001 646 331 
The Approved Action: To construct, operate and decommission coal seam gas fields 

totalling up to 114 coal seam gas wells and associated infrastructure 
(gas and water pipelines, access roads, power and communication, 
stockpiles and storage areas) in the Spring Gully North-West and 
North-East development areas, 65 km north-east of Roma in 
southern Queensland [See EPBC Act referral 2017/7881]. 

Location of the Project: 65 km north-east of Roma, Queensland 
Approved plans • Spring Gully Coal Seam Gas Water Management Plan, 

Rev 8-30/11/2022 
• Groundwater Monitoring Plan, Rev 5-11/03/2014 
• Spring Gully North West and North East Threatened 

Species and Ecological Communities Management Plan, 
Rev 3-30/09/2022 

• Spring Gully North West and North East Project 
Environmental Constraints Planning and Field 
Development Protocol, Rev 3-17/01/2019 

Person Accepting Responsibility for 
this Report: 

Clifford Kratzing 

Dates for the Reporting Period for 
the Report: 

27 May 2024 to 26 May 2025 inclusive 
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Date of Preparation of the report:  
 

3. Definitions/Acronyms 

Definitions and acronyms of terms used in this report are set out in Table 2. 

Table 2 Terms and Acronyms 

Term/Acronym Definition/Expansion 

ACT Australian Capital Territory 

APLNG Australia Pacific LNG 

CDN/ID Controlled Document Number / Identification 

CSG Coal Seam Gas 

CSGWMP Coal Seam Gas Water Management Plan 

Cth Commonwealth 

DCCEEW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 

EPBC Act Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

GWWP Groundwater Management Plan 

ha hectares 

km kilometre 

LNG Liquified natural gas 

MNES Matters of National Environmental Significance 

NSW New South Wales 

OAMP Offset Area Management Plan 

Qld Queensland 

RAMP Revised action management plan 

SGNWNE Spring Gully North-West North-East 

Surat CMA Surat Cumulative Management Area 

UWIR Underground Water Impact Report 
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4. Compliance Findings 

Table 3 Compliance findings for EPBC Approval 2017/7881  

Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance 
Status? 

Evidence/Comments 

Maximum Impact Limits 

1 

The approval holder must not clear more than: 
a. 196.7 hectares (ha) of Koala (Phascolarctos cinereus) 

(combined populations of Qld, NSW and the ACT) habitat  
b. 196.7 Greater Glider (Petauroides volans) habitat; and 
c. 41.1 ha of Squatter Pigeon (Southern) (Geophaps scripta 

scripta) breeding habitat. 

Compliant 

Disturbance to relevant MNES during the 
reporting period, and accommodating the 
revised definitions in the varied approval, was:  
 
1.17 ha Koala habitat;  
1.17 ha Greater Glider habitat; and  
0.02 ha Squatter Pigeon (breeding) habitat. 
 
Total disturbance to relevant MNES since the 
commencement of the action, including for this 
reporting period, is: 
 
a) 62.74 ha Koala habitat 
b)  62.74 ha Greater Glider habitat.  
The total disturbance figure incorporates 4.19ha 
of disturbance to marginal habitat since 
commencement of the action. It is noted the 
definition of “Greater Glider habitat” was varied 
on 6 November 2024 to specifically include 
marginal habitat; and 
c) 5.26 ha Squatter Pigeon (breeding) habitat 
 
 

2 
The approval holder must not clear any White-throated Snapping 
Turtle (Elseya albagula) important habitat. 

Compliant There has been no disturbance to the white-
throated snapping turtle (Elseya albagula) 
important habitat. 

Koala and Squatter Pigeon Offset 
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance 
Status? 

Evidence/Comments 

4 To compensate for impacts to Koala habitat and Squatter Pigeon 
habitat, the approval holder must implement the Koala and Squatter 
Pigeon Offset Area Management Plan (KSPOAMP) from 6 November 
2024 and continue to implement the KSPOAMP at least until the 
expiry of this approval. 

Compliant The Koala and Squatter Pigeon Offset Area 
Management Plan or KSPOAMP is defined 
under EPBC Act approval EPBC 2017/7881to 
mean the “Spring Gully Offset Area 
Management Plan – Spring Gully North-West 
and North-East Project (dated 28 November 
2018), or a subsequent version approved in 
writing by the Minister”. 
 
The Spring Gully Offset Area Management Plan 
has been implemented from 6 November 2024 
as per section 9 (Implementation Schedule) and 
Table 18 and 19 of the OAMP.  

5 By 31 January 2025 the approval holder must submit to the 
department for the Minister’s approval, a revised version of the 
KSPOAMP that: 
a. includes all the information required by condition 5A of this 

approval; and 
b. details, consistent with the principles of the EPBC Act 

Environmental Offsets Policy, an environmental offset that 
compensates for: 
i. the impacts to Koala habitat and Squatter Pigeon habitat 

consistent with the KSPOAMP; and 
ii. the time between commencement of the action and 6 

November 2024. 

Compliant A revised version of the KSPOAMP (Revision 
14 dated 31 January 2025) was submitted to the 
Department on 31 January 2025. 
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5A The KSPOAMP submitted for the Minister’s approval must include: 

a. survey results, quantifiable ecological data, and other 
supporting evidence that demonstrates: 

i. the presence of Koala and Squatter Pigeon 
individuals within the proposed offset site; 

ii. the presence and extent of Koala habitat and 
Squatter Pigeon habitat within the proposed offset 
site; and 

iii. the site habitat quality of the proposed offset site 
specific to Koala and Squatter Pigeon; 

b. maps and a description of the proposed offset site including 
location and size, and current land use(s) of the proposed 
offset site; 

c. completion criteria derived from site habitat quality for Koala 
and Squatter Pigeon at the proposed offset site, that will be 
achieved within a maximum 20 year period, and maintained or 
improved for the remainder of the period of effect of this 
approval; 

d. commitments to achieve the specified completion criteria; 
e. timebound interim targets derived from the completion criteria, 

that will be achieved to demonstrate likely attainment of those 
completion criteria; 

f. details of the management actions, and timeframes or 
circumstances for implementing those actions, that will be 
implemented to achieve interim targets and completion criteria; 

g. details of the nature, timing and frequency of monitoring 
activities that will be implemented to demonstrate attainment 
of interim targets and completion criteria, and that will detect 
potential or actual failure to achieve or maintain interim targets 
and completion criteria; 

h. timebound, feasible and effective corrective actions, to be 
implemented in the event monitoring indicates any potential or 

Compliant The KSPOAMP submitted to the Department on 
31 January 2025 addresses condition 5A (a) to 
(j).  
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance 
Status? 

Evidence/Comments 

actual failure to achieve or maintain interim targets and 
completion criteria; 

i. evidence of how management actions and corrective actions 
take into account relevant approved conservation advices; and 

j. a risk analysis, and risk management and mitigation strategy, 
for all risks to the successful implementation of the revised 
KSPOAMP and achievement of the interim milestones and 
corrective actions, including a rating of all initial and post-
mitigation residual risks. 

5B Following submission of a revised KSPOAMP, if the Minister makes a 
written request to the approval holder to make specified revisions to 
the submitted KSPOAMP to address the requirements of condition 5A, 
the approval holder must revise the KSPOAMP and re-submit the 
revised KSPOAMP to the department in accordance with any such 
request. 

Not applicable There have been no written requests from the 
Minister in the reporting period. 

5C The approval holder must submit to the department, with any revision 
of the KSPOAMP submitted for the Minister’s approval, shapefiles and 
offset attributes of the offset site(s) detailed in the KSPOAMP. 

Compliant The revised shapefiles and offset attributes of 
the offset site to support the revised KSPOAMP 
were provided to the Department on 20 June 
2025. 

6 Within 18 months of the Minister’s written approval of the revised 
KSPOAMP submitted to the department in accordance with condition 
5 of this approval, the approval holder must legally secure the Koala 
and Squatter Pigeon offset site(s) detailed in the KSPOAMP. 

Not applicable The Minister has not yet provided written 
approval of the revised KSPOAMP submitted in 
accordance with condition 5.   
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance 
Status? 

Evidence/Comments 

Greater Glider Offset 
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8 By 31 January 2026 the approval holder must submit to the 
department for the Minister’s approval, a Greater Glider Offset 
Proposal (GGOP). The GGOP must: 

a. propose an environmental offset that: 
i. compensates for the clearance of 196.7 hectares of 

Greater Glider habitat; and 
ii. includes environmental offsets for Greater Glider to 

compensate for the time between commencement of the 
action and commencing implementation of a Greater Glider 
Offset Area Management Plan (GGOAMP); 

b. detail how the proposed offset is consistent with, and meets 
the principles of, the EPBC Act Environmental Offsets Policy; 

c. demonstrate how the proposed offset accounts for the time 
that elapsed between clearing of Greater Glider habitat and 
implementation of the proposed offset; 

d. include survey results, quantifiable ecological data, and other 
supporting evidence that demonstrates: 
i. the presence of Greater Glider individuals within the 

proposed offset site(s) and; 
ii. the presence and extent of Greater Glider habitat within 

the proposed offset site(s);  
iii. the site habitat quality of the Greater Glider habitat; and 
iv. the site habitat quality of the proposed offset site(s) 

specific to the Greater Glider; 
e. include the results of a desktop assessment that demonstrates 

the presence and extent of Greater Glider habitat on 
properties adjacent to the offset site(s); 

f. include maps and a description of the proposed offset site(s) 
including location and size, and current land use(s) of the 
proposed offset site(s); 

g. specify the offset completion criteria derived from site habitat 
quality for Greater Glider at the proposed offset site(s), that will 

Not applicable Condition timeframe is outside of the reporting 
period. 
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be achieved, and then maintained or improved for the 
remainder of the period of effect of this approval; 

h. outline strategies that if implemented are likely to achieve the 
specified completion criteria; 

i. detail the management and monitoring actions that will be 
implemented following the Minister’s approval of the GGOP 
and the Minister’s approval of the Greater Glider Offset Area 
Management Plan required by condition 9, to: 

i. improve and protect the site habitat quality for Greater 
Glider within the offset site(s); and 

ii. control weeds, pest animals, livestock and 
unauthorised access at the offset site(s); 

j. detail the mechanism, process and timing to legally secure the 
proposed offset site(s) within 24-months of the Minister’s 
approval of a Greater Glider Offset Area Management Plan in 
accordance with condition 9 of this approval; and 

k. include an Offset Outcomes Assurance Statement (OOAS) 
that includes: 

i. evidence of feasible and effective offset management 
actions that, if implemented as a program of actions, 
are highly likely to achieve the completion criteria 
specified in the GGOP, within the specified 
timeframes; 

ii. evidence of feasible and scientifically robust offset 
monitoring activities that, if implemented as a program 
of activities, is capable of demonstrating attainment 
and maintenance the completion criteria specified in 
the GGOP;  

iii. evidence of adaptive management systems capable of 
responding to reasonably foreseeable events and 
circumstance that may prejudice attainment and 
maintenance of the completion criteria specified in the 
GGOP; and 
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance 
Status? 

Evidence/Comments 

a signed statement by an independent suitably qualified ecologist 
verifying the above actions and activities as being feasible, effective 
and reliable to achieve the completion criteria specified in the GGOP. 

8A. Following submission of a GGOP, if the Minister makes a written 
request to the approval holder to make specified revisions to the 
GGOP to address the requirements of condition 8, the approval holder 
must revise the GGOP and re-submit the revised GGOP to the 
department in accordance with any such request. 

Not applicable Condition timeframe is outside of the reporting 
period.  
 

8B. The approval holder must implement the GGOP approved by the 
Minister from no later than 20 business days following of the date on 
which the Minister approves the GGOP and until the expiry of this 
approval. 

Not applicable Condition timeframe is outside of the reporting 
period.  
 

8C. The approval holder must submit to the department, with the GGOP 
submitted for the Minister’s approval, shapefiles and offset attributes 
of the offset site(s) detailed in the GGOP. 

Not applicable Condition timeframe is outside of the reporting 
period.  
 

9. Within 12 months of the Minister’s written approval of the GGOP, the 
approval holder must: 

a. submit to the department for the Minister’s approval, a Greater 
Glider Offset Area Management Plan (GGOAMP) that meets the 
requirements of condition 10; and 

submit a report that documents the implementation of the 
management actions and monitoring activities detailed in the GGOP 
approved by the Minister. 

Not applicable Condition timeframe is outside of the reporting 
period.  
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance 
Status? 

Evidence/Comments 

10. The GGOAMP must be prepared by a suitably qualified ecologist in 
accordance with the Environmental Management Plan Guidelines and 
include: 

a. timebound commitments to achieve the completion criteria for 
Greater Glider specified in the GGOP approved by the Minister. 

b. timebound interim targets derived from the completion criteria for 
Greater Glider specified in the GGOP approved by the Minister, 
that will be achieved to demonstrate likely attainment of those 
completion criteria; 

c. details of the management actions, and timeframes or 
circumstances for implementing those actions, that will be 
implemented to achieve interim targets and completion criteria; 

d. details of the nature, timing and frequency of monitoring activities 
that will be implemented to demonstrate attainment of interim 
targets and completion criteria, and detect potential or actual 
failure to achieve or maintain interim targets and completion 
criteria for Greater Glider specified in the GGOP approved by the 
Minister; 

e. timebound, feasible and effective corrective actions, to be 
implemented in the event monitoring indicates any potential or 
actual failure to achieve or maintain interim targets and 
completion criteria for Greater Glider specified in the GGOP 
approved by the Minister; 

f. a detailed explanation of how the OOAS will be implemented by 
the GGOAMP; 

g. evidence of how management actions and corrective actions take 
into account relevant approved conservation advices; and 

a risk analysis, and risk management and mitigation strategy, for all 
risks to the successful implementation of the GGOAMP and 
achievement of the interim milestones and corrective actions, 
including a rating of all initial and post-mitigation residual risks. 

Not applicable Condition timeframe is outside of the reporting 
period.  
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance 
Status? 

Evidence/Comments 

10A. Following submission of a GGOAMP, if the Minister makes a written 
request to the approval holder to make specified revisions to the 
GGOAMP to address the requirements of condition 10, the approval 
holder must revise the GGOAMP and re-submit the revised GGOAMP 
to the department in accordance with any such request. 

Not applicable Condition timeframe is outside of the reporting 
period.  
 

10B. The approval holder must implement the GGOAMP approved by the 
Minister from no later than 20 business days following the date on 
which the Minister approves the GGOAMP and until the expiry of this 
approval. 

Not applicable Condition timeframe is outside of the reporting 
period.  
 

10C. The approval holder must legally secure the offset site(s) detailed in 
the GGOP approved by the Minister within 24-months of the date the 
GGOAMP is approved in writing by the Minister. 

Not applicable Condition timeframe is outside of the reporting 
period.  
 

Listed Threatened Species - Avoidance, Mitigation and Management 

12 The approval holder must implement the Spring Gully North-West and 
North-East Project Environmental Constraints Planning and Field 
Development Protocol for the duration of construction. 

Compliant  As communicated with the Department during 
this reporting period, APLNG has taken steps to 
rectify a previously reported technical oversight 
which did not result in impacts to matters of 
national environmental significance not in 
accordance with the EPBC Act approval. 
APLNG otherwise confirms that it implemented 
the Spring Gully North-West and North-East 
Project Environmental Constraints Planning and 
Field Development Protocol during the reporting 
period.   
 

13 The approval holder must implement the Threatened Species and 
Ecological Community Management Plan for the duration of this 
approval.  

Compliant 
 

Spring Gully North-West and North-East 
Development Area Threatened Species and 
Ecological Communities (Q-8200-15-MP-1158) 
Management Plan was implemented for the 
duration of the reporting period. 
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance 
Status? 

Evidence/Comments 

14 The total volume of CSG produced water produced by the action must 
be managed by: 
a. beneficial use of water for construction and rehabilitation activities; 
b. irrigation and stock watering; 
c. contingent dam storage; 
d. transfer of water to the Reedy Creek water treatment facility, for 
treatment and management in accordance with Reedy Creek water 
management scheme; and/or 
e. another use approved by the Minister in writing 

Compliant APLNG is registered as both a resource 
producer and user under the End of Waste 
Code framework for: Associated water 
(including coal seam gas water) 
ENEW07547018; and Associated water for 
irrigation (including coal seam gas water) 
ENEW07546918.  
a), b) and c) The total balance of produced 
water from the area covered by this approval 
was stored, treated and transferred to the 
approved irrigation scheme or made accessible 
for construction and rehabilitation purposes. 
APLNG has an irrigation scheme arrangement 
in place with a local landowner. Contingent 
storage is in place and dam levels are 
monitored.  
d) No water was transferred to the Reedy Creek 
water treatment facility. 
e) The Minister has not approved other uses. 

Water Resources - Monitoring and Management Plans 
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance 
Status? 

Evidence/Comments 

15 The approval holder must implement the following plans for the 
duration of this approval: 
a. Groundwater Monitoring Plan; and 
b. Spring Gully Coal Seam Gas Water Management Plan. 
 

Note: Where the Groundwater Monitoring Plan and/or Spring Gully 
Coal Seam Gas Water Management Plan are inconsistent with or 
prevent compliance with the conditions of this approval, the conditions 
prevail to the point of any inconsistency. 

Compliant a. The Groundwater Monitoring Plan was 
implemented during the reporting period. As 
previously reported, there is one monitoring 
bore in which there is an inability to monitor 
water quality parameters stated in the approved 
Groundwater Monitoring Plan (GWMP). This is 
due to the completion type of the bore. It is 
therefore not reasonable and practical to 
undertake monitoring of the water quality 
parameters. 
 
b. The Spring Gully Coal Seam Gas Water 
Management Plan was implemented during the 
reporting period. 
 
In accordance with the directed variation to the 
conditions of this approval, both of these plans 
are being revised in order to submit in 
accordance with condition 16. 
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance 
Status? 

Evidence/Comments 

16 By 1 October 2025 the approval holder must submit to the department 
for the Minister’s approval, revised versions of the Groundwater 
Monitoring Plan and the Spring Gully Coal Seam Gas Water 
Management Plan. The revised plans must be in accordance with the 
Department’s Environmental Management Plan Guidelines and 
include, but not be limited to: 

a. an assessment of the effectiveness of measures contained in 
the approved plans in avoiding, monitoring, mitigating and 
managing impacts on protected matters; 
b. a detailed comparison of impacts on protected matters 
against impacts predicted in the preliminary documentation; and 
c. a timeframe for the regular review of the plans to assess the 
effectiveness of measures contained in the previous plans in 
avoiding, monitoring, mitigating and managing impacts on protected 
matters, including details of the effectiveness of updated local-scale 
model predictions. 

Not applicable Plans are currently under review. Condition is 
outside of the reporting period 

16A. Following submission of a revised Groundwater Monitoring Plan, if the 
Minister makes a written request to the approval holder to make 
specified revisions to the submitted Groundwater Monitoring Plan to 
address the requirements of condition 16, the approval holder must 
revise the Groundwater Monitoring Plan and re-submit the revised 
Groundwater Monitoring Plan to the department in accordance with 
any such request. 

Not applicable Condition is outside of the reporting period 

16B. Following submission of a revised Spring Gully Coal Seam Gas Water 
Management Plan, if the Minister makes a written request to the 
approval holder to make specified revisions to the submitted Spring 
Gully Coal Seam Gas Water Management Plan to address the 
requirements of condition 16, the approval holder must revise the 
Spring Gully Coal Seam Gas Water Management Plan and re-submit 
the revised Spring Gully Coal Seam Gas Water Management Plan to 
the department in accordance with any such request. 

Not applicable Condition is outside of the reporting period 
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance 
Status? 

Evidence/Comments 

17A. For the protection of water resources within the Surat CMA, the 
approval holder must ensure that the outcomes and sub-outcome/s 
specified at Attachment H are achieved and maintained. 

Note: The approval holder is considered to have achieved and 
maintained an outcome for water resources within the Surat CMA 
when it has achieved and maintained the corresponding sub-
outcome/s for water resources. 

Compliant As part of the project’s annual Groundwater 
Report, APLNG undertakes an evaluation of 
impacts to water resources, including EPBC-
listed Scotts Creek Spring group. Annual 
groundwater assessments have been 
undertaken annually since 2013 and are 
available at web address 
https://aplng.com.au/document-library/  

17B. To ensure the outcomes at Attachment H are achieved and 
maintained, the approval holder must manage impacts on water 
resources in accordance with the relevant risk management 
framework/s. 

Compliant As required under the Queensland Water Act 
2000, APLNG continues to provide the 
necessary data and work with the Queensland 
Office of Groundwater Impact Assessment 
(OGIA) to support the regional model. 
APLNG also implements the ‘statutory 
responsibilities’ assigned as the responsible 
tenure holder (RTH) by the OGIA. These 
assigned ‘statutory responsibilities’ oblige 
APLNG to implement certain ‘management 
strategies’ under the Surat Cumulative 
Management Area (CMA) framework. 

17C. If, at any time during the period for which this approval has effect, an 
impact/s potentially occurring within the approval holder’s project area 
is, or has been, identified as a high risk or very high-risk impact in 
accordance with the relevant risk management framework/s, the 
approval holder must notify the Department within 20 business days. 

Not applicable No high risk or very high-risk impact identified 

https://aplng.com.au/document-library/
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance 
Status? 

Evidence/Comments 

17D. Within 9 months (or a timeframe otherwise agreed to by the Minister in 
writing) of notifying the Department of the very high risk or high-risk 
impact, the approval holder must provide for the written approval of 
the Minister: 
a. description and location of impact/s and associated users; 
b. performance criteria; 
c. trigger values;  
d. limits; and 
e. the contributing well/s, including identification number, GPS 
coordinates and shapefiles. 

Or provide a statement as to why the provision of performance criteria, 
trigger values, limits and contributing well/s is not necessary for the 
written agreement of the Minister. 

Not applicable No high risk or very high-risk impact identified in 
relation to Condition 17C during the reporting 
period. 

17E. If the statement provided under Condition 17D is not agreed to by the 
Minister in writing, the approval holder must provide the description 
and location of impact/s and associated users, performance criteria, 
trigger values, limits and contributing well/s for the written approval of 
the Minister within a timeframe specified by the Minister in writing. 

Not applicable No high risk or very high-risk impact identified in 
relation to Condition 17C during the reporting 
period. 

17F. A description and location of impact/s and associated users, 
performance criteria, trigger values, limits and contributing well/s, or 
statement provided under Condition 17D, must be submitted to the 
Minister with an accompanying site-specific assessment prepared 
by a suitably qualified water resources expert and accompanied by 
a peer review undertaken by an independent suitably qualified 
water resources expert. 

Note: The approval holder may submit a SIMS mitigation plan as its 
site-specific assessment for EPBC-listed springs and aquatic GDEs 
provided that it meets the requirements of the site-specific 
assessment. Where a SIMS mitigation plan is determined by the 
Minister in writing to meet the requirements of the, site-specific 
assessment, the SIMS mitigation plan is taken to be peer reviewed 
and therefore does not need to be accompanied by a site-specific 
assessment prepared by a suitably qualified water resources expert. 

Not applicable No high risk or very high-risk impact identified in 
relation to Condition 17C during the reporting 
period. 
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance 
Status? 

Evidence/Comments 

17G. If the information specified in Condition 17D has not been approved by 
the Minister in writing within 6 months of being provided to the 
Minister, the approval holder must undertake impact management 
in accordance with any interim performance criteria, trigger values 
and limits set by the Minister in writing. 

Note: The approval holder will only be required to undertake impact 
management in accordance with interim performance criteria, 
trigger values and limits where the Minister is not satisfied that the 
information specified in Condition 17D will ensure the outcome/s 
specified at Attachment H will be, or is likely to be, achieved. 

Note: The Minister, in determining whether to direct the approval 
holder to undertake impact management in accordance with interim 
performance criteria, trigger values and limits, will consider all relevant 
information including but not limited to legislation and policy, 
information provided by the approval holder under Condition 17D and 
Condition 17F, and any other relevant information available to the 
Minister at the time of the decision. 

Not applicable No high risk or very high-risk impact identified in 
relation to Condition 17C during the reporting 
period. 

17H. The approval holder must undertake impact management in 
accordance with the interim performance criteria, trigger values and 
limits until the performance criteria, trigger values and limits required 
under Condition 17D are approved by the Minister in writing. 

Not applicable No high risk or very high-risk impact identified in 
relation to Condition 17C during the reporting 
period. 
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance 
Status? 

Evidence/Comments 

17I. The approval holder must submit an Outcomes Assurance Statement 
for each high risk or very high-risk impact to the Minister for each 12-
month period: 

a. following the date of approval of the description and location of 
impact/s and associated users, performance criteria, trigger values 
and limits; or 

b. following the date the Minister notified the approval holder in 
writing that interim performance criteria, trigger values and limits 
had been set; or 

c. following the date otherwise agreed to in writing by the Minister. 

The Outcomes Assurance Statement must be submitted in accordance 
with reporting requirements specified in the JIF. 

Not applicable No high risk or very high-risk impact identified in 
relation to Condition 17C during the reporting 
period. 

17J. The approval holder must provide any additional information requested 
by the Minister in writing, within a timeframe specified by the Minister 
in writing, to substantiate an Outcomes Assurance Statement and/or to 
verify the risk of not achieving the outcome/s specified at Attachment 
H. 

Note: The Minister may throughout the life of this approval seek advice 
from experts, or an expert panel. As a consequence, specific matters 
identified through such advice may need to be addressed in the site-
specific assessment or any Outcomes Assurance Statement. Where 
such advice is sought, the approval holder will be provided with the 
opportunity to submit information and respond to the specific matters 
identified, in order to ensure Outcomes Assurance Statements are 
based on the best available information. Review requirements will 
facilitate adaptive management, align with Queensland Government 
approval requirements, and account for potential cumulative impacts 
as new scientific information becomes available over the life of this 
approval. 

Not applicable No high risk or very high-risk impacts identified 
during the reporting period.  
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance 
Status? 

Evidence/Comments 

17K. If the Minister believes on the basis of the Outcomes Assurance 
Statement, any information provided under Condition 17L and any 
other relevant information that the outcomes at Attachment H are not 
likely to be achieved, the Minister may notify the approval holder in 
writing specifying the areas requiring improvement or additional 
information.  

If notified, the approval holder must develop and implement adaptive 
management responses to address the specified areas and provide a 
written report to the Minister within 3 months of the notification setting 
out the responses and their effectiveness. 

Note: If there is an exceedance of a limit, Condition 17M requires this 
to be reported to the Minister and Condition 17N requires the approval 
holder to cease groundwater extraction within 10 business days of that 
notification. 

Not applicable No high risk or very high-risk impact identified 
during the reporting period.  

17L. If the approval holder detects that an approved or interim trigger value 
has been exceeded, the approval holder must implement an 
appropriate management response to ensure approved or interim 
limits are not exceeded. 

The approval holder must report this exceedance, and the contributing 
well/s, to the Department within 10 business days of the detection. 

Not applicable No high risk or very high-risk impact identified in 
relation to Condition 17C during the reporting 
period. 

17M. If the approval holder detects that a limit has been exceeded, the 
approval holder must report this and the contributing well/s to the 
Department within 10 business days of the detection. 

Not applicable No high risk or very high-risk impact identified in 
relation to Condition 17C during the reporting 
period. 
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance 
Status? 

Evidence/Comments 

17N. Unless otherwise notified by the Minister in writing, the approval holder 
must cease groundwater extraction associated with the contributing 
well/s identified in Condition 17M within 10 business days of an 
exceedance of a limit being reported to the Department, or of receiving 
notification that the Minister has determined that the outcome/s 
specified at Attachment H have not been achieved. 

Note: The Minister, in determining whether to give notice to the 
approval holder that it is not required to cease groundwater extraction, 
will consider all relevant information including but not limited to 
legislation and policy, information provided by the approval holder 
(including any submissions made by the approval holder on alternative 
corrective actions that it proposes to take) and any other information 
available to the Minister at the time of the decision. 

Not applicable No high risk or very high-risk impact identified in 
relation to Condition 17C during the reporting 
period. 

17O. If the approval holder has been required to cease groundwater 
extraction pursuant to Condition 17N, the approval holder must 
urgently implement corrective actions to reduce performance criteria 
below approved or interim limits and trigger values. 

The approval holder must not recommence groundwater extraction 
until: 

a. the impact has been reversed; or 

b. the Minister has agreed, in writing, that the outcome/s 
specified at Attachment H have been achieved; and 

c. written approval to recommence groundwater extraction has 
been given by the Minister.  

Note: Approval to recommence groundwater extraction may be subject 
to conditions that the Minister considers reasonable. 

Not applicable No high risk or very high-risk impact identified in 
relation to Condition 17C during the reporting 
period. 

Chemical Risk Assessment 
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance 
Status? 

Evidence/Comments 

18 Prior to the use of new drilling fluid compound/s, the approval holder 
must undertake a chemical risk assessment. The chemical risk 
assessment must be undertaken in accordance with best practice risk 
assessment methodology.  

Compliant All drilling chemicals used have been risk 
assessed 

19 Where a new drilling fluid compound/s is determined by the chemical 
risk assessment to be high risk, the approval holder must submit the 
chemical risk assessment for the written approval of the Minister.  

Compliant No drilling fluid compounds were assessed as 
high risk during the reporting period 

20 The approval holder must not use the new drilling fluid compound/s 
considered high risk until the chemical risk assessment has been 
approved by the Minister.  

Compliant No drilling fluid compounds were assessed as 
high risk during the reporting period 

Notification of date of commencement of the action 

21 The approval holder must notify the Department in writing of the date 
of the commencement of the action within 10 business days after the 
date of the commencement of the action.  

Not Applicable Condition timeframe is outside of the reporting 
period.  
 

22 If the commencement of the action does not occur within 5 years from 
the date of this approval, then the approval holder must not commence 
the action without the written agreement of the Minister.  

Not Applicable The action commenced in a previous reporting 
period. 
 

Compliance Records 

23 The approval holder must maintain accurate and complete compliance 
records. 

Compliant All records are being kept within a central 
document control system/compliance database. 

24 If the Department makes a request in writing, the approval holder must 
provide electronic copies of compliance records to the Department 
within the timeframe specified in the request.  
Note: Compliance records may be subject to audit by the Department 
or an independent auditor in accordance with section 458 of the EPBC 
Act, and/or used to verify compliance with the conditions. Summaries 
of the result of an audit may be published on the Department's website 
or through the general media. 

Not applicable  Following APLNG’s reported non-compliance 
with conditions of the EPBC Act approval in the 
previous reporting period, APLNG received a 
request for information. APLNG’s response to 
the requested information was met in the 
agreed timeframes in communications with the 
Department.  

Preparation and publication of plans 
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance 
Status? 

Evidence/Comments 

25 The approval holder must: 
a. submit the plans electronically to the Department for written 
approval by the Minister; 
b. publish each plan on its website within 20 business days of the date 
the plan is approved by the Minister or of the date a revised plan is 
submitted to the Minister, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the 
Minister; 
c. exclude or redact sensitive ecological data from plans published on 
its website or provided to a member of the public; and 
d. keep plans published on its website for the duration of this approval. 

Compliant There has been one plan submitted 
electronically to the Department for written 
approval by the Minister during the reporting 
period. This was the revised KSPOAMP which 
was required to be submitted to the Department 
by 31 January 2025 as per condition 5 of this 
approval.  
 
The KSPOAMP is required to be approved by 
the Minister, and as it has not yet been 
approved, accordingly condition 25 (b) (c) and 
(d) have not been triggered during the reporting 
period. 
 
APLNG confirms that apart from the KSPOAMP: 

- no sensitive ecological data is 
published on the approval holders 
website; 

- with the exception of plans not 
approved by the Minister (being the 
KSPOAMP), all plans remain published 
on the approval holders website for the 
duration of this reporting period. 

26 The approval holder must ensure that any monitoring data (including 
sensitive ecological data), surveys, maps, and other spatial and 
metadata required under plan/s is prepared in accordance with the 
Department’s Guidelines for biological survey and mapped data (2018) 
and submitted electronically to the Department in accordance with the 
requirements of the plans.  

Compliant As per condition 5C of this approval, the revised 
shapefiles and offset attributes of the offset site 
to support the revised KSPOAMP were provided 
to the Department on 20 June 2025. This data 
was prepared in accordance with the 
Department’s spatial data requirements. 

Annual Compliance Reporting 
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance 
Status? 

Evidence/Comments 

27 The approval holder must prepare a compliance report for each 12-
month period following the date of the commencement of the action, or 
as otherwise agreed to in writing by the Minister. 
The approval holder must: 
a. publish each compliance report on its website within 60 business 
days following the relevant 12-month period; 
b. notify the Department by email that a compliance report has been 
published on its website within 5 business days of the date of 
publication; 
c. keep all compliance reports publicly available on its website for the 
duration of this approval; 
d. exclude or redact sensitive ecological data from compliance reports 
published on its website; and 
e. where any sensitive ecological data has been excluded from the 
version published, submit the full compliance report to the Department 
within 5 business days of publication. 
Note: Compliance reports may be published on the Department's 
website. 
 
Compliance report/s means written reports:  
i. providing accurate and complete details of compliance, incidents, 
and non-compliance with the conditions and plans;  
ii. consistent with the Department’s Annual Compliance Report 
Guidelines (2014) (or subsequent revision);  
iii. include a shapefile of any impact on any habitat for listed 
threatened species undertaken within the relevant 12-month period; 
and  
iv. identifying the version/s of the plans prepared and in existence in 
relation to the conditions of this approval during the relevant 12-month 
period.  
 
 

Compliant 
 

This document satisfies this condition. This 
Compliance Report will be published on the 
APLNG website (link: Annual Compliance 
Report 2023/2024) and will be submitted to the 
Department in accordance with this condition 
and the definition of Compliance report 
(including shapefiles). 
 
The previous report (2023-2024):  
a. The report was published on the APLNG 

website on 31/07/2024 within 60 business 
days following the relevant 12-month 
reporting period; 

b. The Department was notified by email on 
01/08/2024 that the compliance report was 
published on the APLNG website within 5 
business days of the date of publication. 
Shapefiles were also submitted to the 
Department on 01/08/2024 

c. All compliance reports that have been 
completed to date are publicly available on 
the APLNG website 
https://aplng.com.au/management-plans/)  

d. and e. no sensitive ecology data was 
excluded from the published report. 

 

Reporting Non-compliance 

https://aplng.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/APLNG-EPBC-2017-7881-SG-NW-NE-Annual-Compliance-Report-2023-2024.pdf
https://aplng.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/APLNG-EPBC-2017-7881-SG-NW-NE-Annual-Compliance-Report-2023-2024.pdf
https://aplng.com.au/management-plans/
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance 
Status? 

Evidence/Comments 

28 The approval holder must notify the Department in writing of any: 
incident; non-compliance with the conditions; or non-compliance with 
the commitments made in plans. The notification must be given as 
soon as practicable but no later than 2 business days after becoming 
aware of the incident or non-compliance. The notification must specify: 
a. the condition which is or may be in breach; and 
b. a short description of the incident and/or non-compliance. 

Not applicable No non-compliances were required to be 
reported during the reporting period 

29 The approval holder must provide to the Department the details of any 
incident or non-compliance with the conditions or commitments made 
in the plans as soon as practicable but no later than 10 business days 
after becoming aware of the incident or non-compliance, specifying: 

a. any corrective action or investigation which the approval holder has 
already taken or intends to take in the immediate future; 

b. the potential impacts of the incident or non-compliance; and 

c. the method and timing of any remedial action that will be undertaken 
by the approval holder. 

Not applicable No non-compliances were required to be 
reported during the reporting period 

30 

The approval holder must ensure that an independent audit of 
compliance with the conditions is conducted for every audit period. 

Not applicable No independent audit was due to be completed, 
or requested by the Minister, during this 
reporting period. 
 
The next audit period concludes on 6 November 
2029.  
 
 
 

31 The approval holder must submit details of the proposed independent 
auditor and their qualifications to the department for approval, within 
10 business days following the end of each audit period. 

Not applicable As per response to condition 30 above.  
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance 
Status? 

Evidence/Comments 

32 The approval holder must ensure the scope of each independent audit 
is sufficient to determine the compliance status for each condition of 
approval. 

Not applicable As per response to condition 30 above 

32A. The approval holder must ensure the criteria for each independent 
audit and the undertaking of each independent audit are consistent 
with the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 Independent Audit and Audit Report Guidelines, Commonwealth 
of Australia 2019. 

Not applicable As per response to condition 30 above 

32B Within 6 months following approval of the independent auditor, or as 
otherwise directed by the minister in writing, the approval holder must 
submit an audit report to the department for written agreement from 
the department. 

Not applicable As per response to condition 30 above 

32C. The approval holder must ensure each audit report is completed to the 
satisfaction of the minister and is consistent with the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 Independent Audit 
and Audit Report Guidelines, Commonwealth of Australia 2019. 

Not applicable As per response to condition 30 above 

32D. The approval holder must publish each audit report on the website, in 
a format that is easily accessible and downloadable, within 10 
business days of the date of the department agrees to the audit report 
in writing. 

Not applicable As per response to condition 30 above 

32E. The approval holder must notify the department within 5 business days 
of the date the audit report is published on the website. In this 
notification, the approval holder must provide the department with the 
web address for where the audit report is published on the website. 

Not applicable As per response to condition 30 above 

32F. The approval holder must keep each audit report published on the 
website from the first date which that audit report must be published 
and until the expiry date of this approval. 

Not applicable As per response to condition 30 above 



EPBC 2017/7881 Spring Gully North-West North-East - Compliance Report 2024 - 2025  

Document Custodian is Strategic Approvals 

Origin Energy Upstream Operator Pty Ltd ABN 67 105 423 532  Page 29 of 32 
Once printed, this is an uncontrolled document unless issued 
and stamped Controlled Copy or issued under a transmittal. 
Based on template: AUS 1000 IMT TMP 4881989_Revision 5_Issued for review_28/08/2018_IG-SystemsInfo-DocRecordsMgt  
 

Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance 
Status? 

Evidence/Comments 

33. 
The approval holder may, at any time, apply to the Minister for a 
variation to a plan by submitting an application in accordance with the 
requirements of section 143A of the EPBC Act. If the Minister 
approves the revised plan then, from the date specified, the approval 
holder must implement the revised plan in place of the previous 
version of the plan. 

Not applicable With the exception of the revised KSPOAMP 
submitted in accordance with condition 5 of the 
approval, APLNG did not submit any other 
revised plan to the Minister during the reporting 
period. 
 
 

34. 

The approval holder may choose to revise the following plans, without 
submitting the plan for the Minister’s approval under section 143A of 
the EPBC Act, if the taking of the action in accordance with the revised 
plan (RAMP) would not be likely to have a new or increased impact: 

a. Spring Gully North-West and North-East Project 
Environmental Constraints Planning and Field Development 
Protocol; 

b. Threatened Species and Ecological Community Management 
Plan; 

c. Spring Gully Coal Seam Gas Water Management Plan. 

Not applicable None of the plans referred to in Condition 34 
have been submitted to the Department during 
the reporting period. 
 
It is noted that during the reporting period, 
APLNG undertook work to prepare a revision to 
the Spring Gully North-West and North-East 
Project Environmental Constraints Planning and 
Field Development Protocol, as contemplated in 
APLNG’s response on 10 January 2025 to a 
request for information received from the 
Department. 
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance 
Status? 

Evidence/Comments 

35 If the approval holder makes the choice under condition 34 to revise 
an action management plan without submitting it for approval, the 
approval holder must: 
a. notify the Department in writing that the approved action 
management plan has been revised and provide the Department with: 
i. an electronic copy of the RAMP; 
ii. an electronic copy of the revised RAMP marked up with track-
changes to show the differences between the approved action 
management plan and the RAMP; 
iii. an explanation of the differences between the approved action 
management plan and the RAMP; 
iv. the reasons the approval holder considers that taking the action in 
accordance with the RAMP would not be likely to have a new or 
increased impact; and 
v. written notice of the date on which the approval holder will 
implement the RAMP (RAMP implementation date), being at least 20 
business days after the date of providing notice of the revision of the 
action management plan, or a date agreed to in writing with the 
Department. 
b. subject to condition 38, implement the RAMP from the RAMP 
implementation date. 

Not applicable  As per response to condition 34 above.  

36 The approval holder may revoke its choice to implement the RAMP 
under condition 34 at any time by giving written notice to the 
Department. If the approval holder revokes its choice, the approval 
holder must implement the previous action management plan 
approved by the Minister. 

Not applicable As per response to condition 34 above. 
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance 
Status? 

Evidence/Comments 

37 If the Minister gives a notice to the approval holder that the Minister is 
satisfied that the taking of the action in accordance with the RAMP 
would be likely to have a new or increased impact, then: 
a. condition 34 does not apply, or ceases to apply, in relation to the 
RAMP; and 
b. the approval holder must implement the action management plan 
specified by the Minister in the notice. 

Not applicable As per response to condition 34 above. 

38 At the time of giving the notice under condition 37, the Minister may 
also notify that for a specified period of time, condition 34 does not 
apply for one or more specified action management plans. 
Note: Conditions 34 to 38 are not intended to limit the operation of 
section 143A of the EPBC Act which allows the approval holder to 
submit a RAMP, at any time, to the Minister for approval. 

Not applicable As per response to condition 34 above. 

Completion of the action 

39 Within 30 days after the completion of the action, the approval holder 
must notify the Department in writing and provide completion data. 

Not applicable The completion of the action did not occur within 
the reporting period. 

 

5. New Environmental Risks 

There have been no new environmental risks identified during the relevant reporting period.  
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6. Declaration of Accuracy 

 
 

Declaration of accuracy 

 

In making this declaration, I am aware that sections 490 and 491 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) 
(EPBC Act) make it an offence in certain circumstances to knowingly provide false or misleading information or documents. The offence is 
punishable on conviction by imprisonment or a fine, or both. I declare that all the information and documentation supporting this compliance 
report is true and correct in every particular. I am authorised to bind the approval holder to this declaration and that I have no knowledge of that 
authorisation being revoked at the time of making this declaration. 

 

 

Signed: _____________________________________________ 

Full name (please print): Clifford Kratzing  
 

Position (please print): General Manager, Asset West 

Organisation (please print including ABN/ACN if applicable):  

Australia Pacific LNG Pty Limited, ACN 001 646 331____________ 

Date  

 

30/07/2025
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