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 Introduction 

1.1 Background 

As part of the wider Australia Pacific LNG (APLNG) Project and on behalf of the APLNG shareholders, 
Origin Energy Limited (Origin; 27.5% interest), ConocoPhillips Australia Pacific LNG Pty Ltd 
(ConocoPhillips; 47.5% interest) and SINOPEC Australia Pacific LNG Pty Limited (Sinopec; 25% interest), 
ConocoPhillips Australia Operations Pty Ltd (COPOP) operates a natural gas to LNG production and 
marine export facility on Curtis Island near Gladstone, Queensland. The APLNG Project has a life of at 
least 30 years, and is made up of three primary elements: 

• Gas fields in the Bowen and Surat Basins of south-west and central Queensland; 

• A 530km high pressure gas transmission pipeline from the gas fields to Curtis Island, near 
Gladstone in Central Queensland; and 

• The LNG facility (APLNG Facility), which is currently comprised of two liquefaction trains each 
producing (at design capacity) approximately 4.5 million metric tonnes per annum (Mtpa) of LNG. 
The APLNG Facility includes gas processing plant, utilities such as power generation and 
distribution and marine and ancillary facilities required to support APLNG Facility operations. 

Origin Energy Upstream Operator Pty Ltd is responsible for the ‘upstream’ component of the APLNG 
Project which includes gathering, gas and water facilities, electrification and water treatment. COPOP 
is responsible for the ‘downstream’ component of the APLNG Project, which includes the 
development, construction, operation and decommissioning of the APLNG Facility on Curtis Island. 
Figure 1-1 presents the regional setting and location of the APLNG Facility. 

The APLNG Facility lease is located on Lot 3 on Survey Plan 228454, Lot 5 on Survey Plan 283963 and 
Lot 6 Survey Plan 283963 within the Curtis Island Industry Precinct of the Gladstone State Development 
Area (GSDA), approximately 13km north-west of Gladstone (refer to Figure 1-1) (APLNG Facility Land).  

The Curtis Island Industry Precinct is bordered to the east by the Curtis Island Environmental 
Management Precinct which was established by the Queensland Government to protect and maintain 
areas of high ecological significance within National Parks, Conservation Parks, and State Forests on 
the Island. Curtis Island lies within the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area and the intertidal area 
to the west of the APLNG Facility forms part of the Port Curtis wetland area which is listed in the 
Directory of Important Wetlands (Blackman et al, 1999).  

The APLNG Facility is authorised under a Petroleum Facility License (PFL 20) and Environmental 
Authority No. EPPG00715613 (EA), as well as Approval No. 2009/4977 under the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) (EPBC Act Approval). The APLNG Facility holds 
a determination as a First Point of Entry – Export Only – Port under the Biosecurity Act 2015.  
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Figure 1.1: APLNG Facility Location 
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1.2 Purpose and Scope 

This Biosecurity Management Plan (BMP) has been prepared to address biosecurity and quarantine 
related risks, and regulatory and permit requirements associated with operation of the APLNG Facility 
and ancillary infrastructure. Identified biosecurity risks associated with operations include: 

• domestic movements of goods, vehicles, equipment and plant between the mainland and Curtis 
Island; 

• management of existing biosecurity matter within APLNG Facility Land; 

• responding to and reporting finds or releases of potential biosecurity matter. 

The import of goods from international sources will be through existing commercial biosecurity entry 
points regulated by DAFF. The management of biosecurity on conveyances (vessels) that berth at the 
APLNG First Point of Entry Export Only port is conducted by the vessel operator in conjunction with 
DAFF using the Maritime and Aircraft Reporting System, Vessel Compliance Scheme and other DAFF 
processes.  

This plan seeks to ensure that appropriate controls and procedures are implemented, in accordance 
with regulatory requirements, to avoid or manage potential biosecurity threats to Curtis Island, the 
World Heritage values of the adjacent Great Barrier Reef, the greater Gladstone region, Queensland 
and Australia. 

This Plan is structured to address legislative and permit requirements (as detailed in Section 2) with 
respect to the management of biosecurity risks at the APLNG Facility on Curtis Island. This Plan seeks 
to: 

• provide an assessment of the current extent and distribution of biosecurity matter within the 
APLNG Facility land; 

• develop a management approach for biosecurity matter, incorporating actions for the prevention 
of the introduction and/or spread of biosecurity matter, the treatment and control of biosecurity 
matter and the monitoring and reporting of biosecurity management practices; 

• prevent the introduction and/or spread of significant biosecurity matter into areas presently 
unaffected within the APLNG Facility Land and on surrounding land; 

• contain and control identified biosecurity matter infestations; 

• monitor the effectiveness of prevention and containment strategies to reduce the introduction 
and/or spread of significant biosecurity matter within the APLNG Facility Land and the region. 

This plan focuses on protecting the World Heritage Area and other conservation areas surrounding the 
APLNG Facility by reducing the potential for operational activities to introduce and/or spread 
biosecurity matter. The Plan builds on current knowledge of biosecurity matter within the APLNG 
Facility Land and identified threats within the wider region. The development and implementation of 
this Plan is part of ConocoPhillips active role to minimise and mitigate impacts on the natural 
environment and the productivity of surrounding land. 

The term of this Plan is for the duration of the operational phase of the APLNG Facility only. This Plan 
does not apply to construction, commissioning or start-up activities of the APLNG Facility addressed in 
Biosecurity Management Plan (APLN-000-EN-R01-D-10175), which was prepared in support of the 
development of the APLNG Facility in compliance with Condition 46 of the EPBC Act Approval.  

A separate Biosecurity Management Plan will be prepared prior to decommissioning activities.  
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1.3 Roles and Responsibilities 

Table 1.1 defines the roles and responsibilities related to biosecurity management at the APLNG 
Facility as at the date of the most recent revision of this plan. 

Table 1.1: Environmental roles and responsibilities 

Responsible Party 
/Entity 

Responsibilities 

Australia Pacific 
LNG Pty Limited 

Holder of EPBC Act approval. 

Australia Pacific 
LNG Processing 
Pty Ltd 
Australia Pacific 
LNG (Shared 
Facilities) Pty Ltd  

Holder of EA. 

Operator (COPOP) 

Develop, implement, monitor and maintain effectiveness of the BMP. 
Obtain necessary environmental approvals. 
Liaise with relevant organisations in relation to biosecurity approvals. 
Identify, record, report (as required) and rectify non-compliances. 
Investigate and report biosecurity related incidents to APLNG. 
Report biosecurity related incidents to regulatory agencies. 

ConocoPhillips  

Downstream 
Operations 
Manager  

Resourcing and implementation of this BMP. 

ABU Supply Chain 
Manager 

Implementation of biosecurity management procedures. 

Training and 
Competency 
Supervisor 

Provide the resources and training systems to develop, schedule and deliver induction 
to all staff and contractors including site induction and any relevant site-specific 
biosecurity training. 
Record training events and maintain personnel records in the Competency 
Management System. 

General Manager 
(GM) HSE  

Implementation of the provisions of this BMP. 
Resource the review and update of this BMP as required. 
Establish the resources for the monitoring, auditing and reporting required under this 
BMP. 
Oversee biosecurity related incident investigations and corrective actions 
implementation. 
Training requirements such as inductions for all staff and contractors are identified. 

HSE Compliance 
and Assurance 
Lead 

Ensure relevant systems are in place to manage biosecurity controls.  
Conduct audits and verify implementation of corrective actions.  

Director, 
Environment and 
Sustainable 
Development 

Provide environmental, technical and regulatory compliance support. 
Facilitate the undertaking of biosecurity monitoring, assessment, and reporting. 
Liaise with regulatory authorities. 
Coordinate the review and update of this BMP as required. 

All personnel 

Adhere to the general biosecurity obligation as specified under the Biosecurity Acts. 
Implement the provisions of this plan where they apply to their day to day activities. 
Report any biosecurity non-compliances to operational management. 
Raise non-compliances with this Plan. 
Participate in biosecurity training as relevant. 

  



 

 

 

Document Number Revision Date: Revision Number: 
ABUE-450-EN-V01-C-00009 12 June 2024 004 

 

Official copy located in EDMS. Unstamped, printed copies are UNCONTROLLED documents and MAY NOT BE CURRENT 

General Document and Procedure Template 

Biosecurity Management Plan  

1.4 Acronyms, Terms and Definitions 

The table below lists the acronyms and terms used throughout this Plan and their definitions 

Table 1.2: Acronyms, Terms and Definitions 

Acronym or Term Definition 

APAS Australian Pest Animal Strategy 

APLNG Australia Pacific LNG Pty Limited 

APLNG Facility Australia Pacific LNG Facility 

APLNG Facility Land Lots 5 on SP283963, Lot 6 on SP283963 and Lot 3 on SP228454. 

AWS Australian Weeds Strategy 

BMP Biosecurity Management Plan (this Plan) 

COPOP ConocoPhillips Australia Operations Pty Ltd  

Cth Commonwealth  

DAF Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries 

DAFF Commonwealth Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 

DCCEEW Commonwealth Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and 
Water 

DESI Queensland Government Department of Environment, Science and Innovation 

EA Environmental Authority No. EPPG00715613, granted under the EP Act (Qld) 

EP Act Environmental Protection Act 1994 (Qld) 

EPBC Act Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) 

EPBC Act Approval Approval No. 2009/4977, granted under the EPBC Act 

GBRMPA Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority 

LP Act Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Act 2002 (Qld) - repealed 

LNG Liquefied natural gas 

MNES  Matter of National Environmental Significance 

Mtpa Metric tonnes per annum 

NEAL National Environmental Alert List 

OEMP  Operational Environmental Management Plan 

PFL20 Petroleum Facility Licence 20 

QBS Queensland Biosecurity Strategy (2024-2029) 

QMP Quarantine Management Plan 

WoNS Weeds of National Significance 
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 Legislative and Permit Requirements  

2.1 Commonwealth 

2.1.1 Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

The EPBC Act provides for the identification and listing of key threatening processes, which are 
processes that threaten or may threaten the survival, abundance or evolutionary development of a 
native species or ecological community. Listed key threatening processes include invasive species such 
as diseases, fungi and parasites; feral animals (including the cane toad); insects and other invertebrates 
(including the red imported fire ant); introduced marine pests; and weeds. 

EPBC Act Approval, Condition 46, requires that: “Before the commencement of construction of the LNG 
plant and ancillary onshore facilities, the proponent must prepare a Quarantine Management Plan 
(QMP). The objectives of the QMP are to prevent the introduction of non-endemic species on to Curtis 
Island. The QMP must include measures to: 

a) detect pests and weeds, and prevent weed introduction and/or proliferation; 

b) control and, unless otherwise determined by the relevant State authorities, eradicate detected 

non-indigenous terrestrial species (including weeds); 

c) mitigate adverse impacts of any control and eradication actions on indigenous species taken 

against detected pests and weeds; 

d) assess risk, manage supply chains, and manage and inspect vessels; 

e) mitigate any pest or weed impacts; 

f) report and record any quarantine incidents; 

g) identify performance standards to be achieved by the QMP; and 

h) undertake a review of the QMP and identify the need for any further studies.” 

These requirements were addressed in Biosecurity Management Plan (APLN-000-EN-R01-D-10175), 
which was prepared in support of the development of the APLNG Facility in compliance with Condition 
46 of the EPBC Act Approval issued by the Department of the Environment and Energy (DotE) (now 
DCCEEW) prior to the commencement of construction.  

This Biosecurity Management Plan fulfils the operational requirements of the EPBC Act Approval, as 
cross referenced in Appendix 1 and as detailed in: 

• Section 3 Biosecurity Matter – identifies potential biosecurity matter, assesses the risk posed by 
each based on likelihood of an incursion and known distribution, and prioritises management 
effort;  

• Section 4 Management Strategy – sets the performance standard objectives and targets, identifies 
relevant measures for the prevention, treatment, mitigation and control of biosecurity matter 
including the management of supply chains; 

• Section 5 Monitoring, Incident Response and Reporting – Identifies how biosecurity matter will be 
detected, how finds or releases of biosecurity matter will be controlled, recorded and reported; 
and  

• Section 6 Auditing and Review – details assurance and review requirements. 
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2.1.2 Biosecurity Act 2015 

The Biosecurity Act 2015 (Cth), which came into effect 16 June 2016, is administered by the 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF) and is applicable to the management of 
national biosecurity risks. This Act replaces the Quarantine Act 1908 (Cth). 

Jurisdiction of this legislation is the Australian territory, which includes mainland Australia and up to 
12 nautical miles from the low-water mark along the coastline; and includes first points of entry which 
are designated landing points for aircraft and vessels that have the appropriate facilities to effectively 
manage biosecurity risk.  

The object of the Act is to manage biosecurity risks including risks associated with human health, the 
importation of goods, conveyances and the management of ballast waters. 

Under the Act, goods automatically become ‘subject to biosecurity control’ when they enter Australian 
territory and Biosecurity Officers can assess and manage biosecurity risk associated with goods without 
making an order. 

Where international goods are intended to be brought into and unloaded at a landing place or port 
within Australian territory, the person responsible for arranging to import the goods (or the operator 
of the conveyance i.e. aircraft or vessel or the freight forwarder who arranged for transport) must give 
written notice to a Biosecurity Official or Customs Officer. The notice must include information as 
prescribed in the Biosecurity Regulation 2016 (Cth) as detailed in Table 2.1. Notice is to be provided no 
later than 3 business days before the expected arrival of the goods at the first point of entry. 

On arrival, goods will be unloaded at a first point of entry for those goods and will be assessed at the 
biosecurity entry point prior to being released from biosecurity control.  

A number of goods are prohibited or are conditionally non-prohibited from import into the Australian 
territory and reference should be made to the Biosecurity (Conditionally Non-Prohibited Goods) 
Determination 2021 where there is any doubt.  These include animal and plant parts, biological 
material, infectious agents, fungi, and goods that may contain or are made from any of these including 
soil, rocks, sand, water, earth moving equipment, bracing and other packaging materials. When the 
Biosecurity Act commenced in June 2016, existing ports were issued temporary determinations until 
June 2019, to allow them to continue to operate as first points of entry (in this case, as an Export only 
port). Operators who wish to maintain their status and continue international operations beyond June 
2019 were required to provide adequate information to DAFF to demonstrate that they can meet the 
new biosecurity standards, including having processes in place to: 

• Manage the biosecurity risks associated with arriving vessels, travellers and cargo; 

• Respond to and report biosecurity or human biosecurity risks; 

• Manage biosecurity waste appropriately; 

• Support biosecurity officers to safely and effectively assess, inspect and treat goods under 
biosecurity control; and 

• Manage the environment around the port of entry to reduce its receptivity to pests and diseases 
of biosecurity concern.  

COPOP received notification from Department of Agriculture (currently known as DAFF) of the APLNG 
Facility’s successful determination as a First Point of Entry – Export only – Port on 1 May 2019.  
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Table 2.1: Information to be included in notice for international cargo 

Class 
of 
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All of the following: 

(a) information identifying the aircraft or vessel (including the flight or voyage number); 

(b) the place where the goods were, or are intended to be, loaded onto the aircraft or vessel; 

(c) the first landing place or port in Australian territory where the goods are intended to be 
brought; 

(d) each landing place or port in Australian territory where the goods are intended to be unloaded; 

(e) the estimated day of arrival at each landing place or port referred to in paragraphs (c) and (d) of 
the aircraft or vessel bringing the goods to the landing place or port; 

(f) the place in Australian territory that is, or is intended to be, the final destination of the goods; 

(g) the name and contact details of: 

(i) the person giving the notice; and 

(ii) the owner of the goods; 

(h) the number of the waybill or bill of lading (however described) for the goods; 

(i) a description of the goods; 

(j) the place of origin of the goods, and any additional information about where the goods were 
manufactured, grown or obtained required by the approved form; 

(k) whether the goods are unaccompanied personal effects; 

(l) if the goods are, or are intended to be, brought into Australian territory on a vessel: 

(i) whether the goods are, or are intended to be, a full container load or less than a full 
container load, or carried as bulk cargo or break-bulk cargo; and 

(ii) whether the goods are defined within both Australian and international standards as being 
hazardous; 

(m) if the goods are intended to be transhipped to a place outside Australian territory: 

(i) information identifying the aircraft or vessel (including the flight or voyage number) on 
which the goods are intended to be transhipped; and 

(ii) the landing place or port where it is intended the aircraft or vessel will leave Australian 
territory; and 

(iii) the estimated day the aircraft or vessel is intended to leave Australian territory 

Note: Information in this table may be outdated. Refer to Section 11 of Biosecurity Regulation 2016 
(Cth) to verify information requirements before submitting the relevant notice.  
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2.1.3 Australian Weeds Strategy (AWS) 

The AWS (2017-2027) identifies priorities for weed management within Australia, with the aim of 
minimising the impact of weeds on environmental, economic and social aspects. To achieve this, a list 
of thirty-two (32) nationally agreed priority plant species (refer to Appendix B of the AWS) for control 
and management has been established based on rankings of invasiveness, potential to spread and 
impact. These are weeds that are already causing significant agricultural, forestry and environmental 
damage. 

An additional twenty-eight (28) non-native weeds that are in the early stages of establishment and 
have the potential to become a significant threat to biodiversity if they are not managed, have been 
placed on the National Environmental Alert List (NEAL). Species were included in the NEAL based on 
three criteria: 

• posing a high or serious potential threat to the environment 

• having limited distribution within Australia at present 

• being amenable to successful eradication or containment programs. 

Whilst this list is no longer in formal use by governments, the species in the list still represent serious 
weed risks. 

2.1.4 Australian Pest Animal Strategy (APAS) 

The focus of the APAS (2017-2027) is to address the undesirable impacts caused by exotic vertebrate 
animals (mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, and fish) that have become pests in Australia, and to 
prevent the establishment of new exotic vertebrate pests. The strategies outline specific guidelines for 
animal pest management in Australia. The Invasive Plants and Animals Committee (IPAC) has oversight 
of the APAS.  

2.1.5 Regulatory Framework for International Shipping Activities 

The operation of international LNG Carriers (LNGCs) is conducted by the LNG purchasers who are not 
operating under the control or charge of APLNG. For this reason, the activities of LNGCs are not 
addressed in this BMP, but are governed by Commonwealth and State maritime legislation, which 
gives effect to various international and national standards. 

 International Conventions  

There are several international conventions to shipping activities for which Australia is a party, 
including: 

• International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments 
2004. This treaty entered into force in September 2017. 

• International Convention on the Control of Harmful Anti-fouling Systems on Ships 2008 

• International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea 1974 (SOLAS) 

• United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 1982 (UNCLOS) 

• International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships 1973, as modified by the 
Protocol of 1978 relating thereto (MARPOL 73/78) 

• International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea 1972 (COLREGS). 

  



 

 

 

Document Number Revision Date: Revision Number: 
ABUE-450-EN-V01-C-00009 12 June 2024 004 

 

Official copy located in EDMS. Unstamped, printed copies are UNCONTROLLED documents and MAY NOT BE CURRENT 

General Document and Procedure Template 

Biosecurity Management Plan  

These conventions are implemented through Commonwealth and State legislation by managing 
agencies including the Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA), Maritime Safety Queensland 
(MSQ), the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, Communications and the 
Arts, the Department of Transport and Main Roads, DAFF and the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 
Authority (GBRMPA).  

 National Measures 

DAFF provides oversight of biosecurity management related to international vessel movements 
including the following measures: 

• Pre-arrival notification to the Director of Biosecurity using the Maritime and Aircraft Reporting 
System (MARS) for all vessels seeking biosecurity clearance; 

• Ship Sanitation Certificates administered by DAFF on behalf of the Department of Health and Aged 
Care, which aim to control the international spread of human diseases by controlling any vectors 
of these diseases that could potentially be carried on a vessel including rodents and mosquitoes, 
as well as by preventing the discharge of untreated ballast water, checking certification of potable 
water and sewage, and biosecurity measures for human carriers of disease; 

• Routine Vessel Inspections as part of the Vessel Compliance Scheme, which assess passenger 
health, animals and plants on board, ballast water management, biosecurity risk material, the 
presence of rodents or insects and waste management. These inspections are conducted by DAFF 
biosecurity officers to ensure biosecurity risks are identified and treated accordingly; 

• The regulation of ballast water in Australia in line with the Australian Ballast Water Management 
Requirements (DAWE, 2019) including the management of Ballast Water Reports and the 
inspection of Ballast Water Management Systems and Plans as part of the Vessel Compliance 
Scheme in line with the International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships' Ballast 
Water and Sediments adopted in principle in 2004 to control the transfer of alien or new species. 
This treaty entered into force internationally on 8 September 2017; 

• The regulation of biofouling on commercial vessels in Australia through the Australian Biofouling 
Management Requirements (ABFMR) (DAFF, 2023). Guidelines for the control and management of 
ships' biofouling to minimize the transfer of invasive aquatic species, were adopted by the 
International Maritime Organization (IMO) Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) in 
2011, with the revised guidelines adopted by MEPC in 2023. These Guidelines add support to the 
International Convention on the Control of Harmful Anti-fouling Systems on Ships which was 
ratified in 2008.  

• The implementation of an In-Water Hull and Biofouling Survey of Vessels Entering into Australian 
Ports, including the Port of Gladstone, to support the development the Australian Biofouling 
Management Requirements (ABFMR) (DAFF, 2023). These standards were developed in line with 
the National System for the Prevention and Management of Marine Pest Incursions developed in 
2005 by the National Introduced Marine Pests Coordination Group (NIMPCG) which comprised 
representatives from Commonwealth, State and Territory governments, industry, marine 
scientists and environmental organisations. The objectives of the system are to prevent marine 
pests from arriving in Australian waters and spreading along the coastline; provide a coordinated 
emergency response should a new pest arrive; control and manage marine pests in Australia where 
eradication is not feasible; and standardise monitoring to detect high risk species at priority 
locations through the National Monitoring Strategy (NMS). A review of the NMS determined that 
the System was not appropriate as an early warning system (ABARE, 2015), and numerous 
recommendations were made for updates and amendments including the need for a coordinated 
funding strategy.  
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Section 4 and Section 5 of this Biosecurity Management Plan provide details of measures in place to 
support DAFF, including: 

• Supporting the management of biosecurity risks associated with arriving vessels; 

• Responding to and reporting biosecurity incidents of incursions; 

• Supporting the appropriate management of international wastes; 

• Supporting biosecurity officers to safely and effectively access, assess and manage biosecurity 
matters; and 

• Managing the environment around the point of entry to reduce its receptivity to pests and diseases 
of biosecurity concern.  

2.2 Queensland 

The following sections outline the key legislative and permit requirements that govern biosecurity 
controls across Queensland. Detailed management strategies and environmental control measures 
that support compliance with these requirements are outlined in Section 4. State Development and 
Public Works Organisation Act 1971 (SDPWO Act) 

APLNG’s Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) was approved in November 2010 by the Coordinator-
General (CG) under the SDPWO Act and a ‘CG Report’ was issued containing conditions of approval.  

Conditions from the CG Report that pertain to biosecurity include: 

Condition 9 – Weed and Pest Management 

2. Comprehensive weed management plans to be prepared in consultation with relevant local 
governments and Biosecurity Queensland, for construction and operational stages of the proposed 
development (including gas fields, pipelines and the LNG facility). 

3. The plans must be reviewed regularly and updated to ensure weed and pest management strategies 
are based on the most up to date information and amended in response to any changes in the distribution, 
priority, biosecurity risk and status of weeds and pests. 

5. Consistent with the National System for the Prevention of Marine Pest Incursions and in relation to 
activities undertaken in areas that may disturb littoral and marine areas, the proponent and its contractors 
must collaborate with Gladstone Port Corporation, to ensure appropriate marine pest management 
procedures are in place. 

6. A management plan must be developed in consultation with Fisheries Queensland and Biosecurity 
Queensland, to detail measures designed to protect fish habitats from, and to prevent translocation of, 
pest fish and other water-borne pest species. 

Consultation with state agencies occurs as required, for example, when developing weed treatment 
plans to ensure management practices are up to date. There is no state approval requirement for this 
Plan.  

Activities related to the translocation of fish were completed during the construction stage of the 
APLNG Project, through the trapping and relocation of native fish species and disposal of pest species 
from the freshwater billabong in accordance with a General Fisheries Permit (Permit No. 150451 issued 
under the Fisheries Act 1994). Although additional translocations are not expected to be required 
during operations, consultation with relevant state authorities would occur and relevant permits 
would be obtained prior to undertaking any such activities. 
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2.2.1 Environmental Protection Act 1994 (EP Act) – Environmental Authority (EA) 

The APLNG Facility was granted Environmental Authority EPPG00715613 under the Environmental 
Protection Act 1994 (Qld) (EP Act) which requires that (F6) ‘Pest and weed species must be managed 
to prevent their growth and proliferation’. 

2.2.2 Biosecurity Act 2014 

The Biosecurity Act 2014 (Qld), which came into effect on 1 July 2016, is administered by the 
Department of Agriculture and Fisheries, Biosecurity Queensland. This Act replaces the relevant 
sections of the Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Act 2002 (Qld) and the repealed 
Plant Protection Act 1989 (Qld), as well as other legislative instruments.  

The Act imposes a legal ‘general biosecurity obligation’ (GBO) on all persons, meaning that every 
person is responsible for managing biosecurity risks that they ‘know or ought reasonably to know that 
the biosecurity matter, carrier or activities [to be undertaken] poses or is likely to pose a biosecurity 
risk’. A Biosecurity Risk is defined in the Biosecurity Act 2014 (Qld) as: 

 ...a risk of any adverse effect on a biosecurity consideration caused by, or likely to be caused by –  

(a) Biosecurity matter [including pests, diseases, contaminants and their carriers]; or 

(b) Dealing with biosecurity matter or a carrier; or  

(c) Carrying out an activity relating to a biosecurity matter or a carrier. 

A person responsible for managing biosecurity risks has an obligation to: 

• take all reasonable and practical steps to prevent or minimise each biosecurity risk; 

• minimise the likelihood of causing a ‘biosecurity event’, or to limit the consequences if such an 
event is caused; and  

• prevent or minimise the harmful effects a risk could have, and not do anything that might make 
any harmful effects worse. 

The Biosecurity Act 2014 (Qld) also sets out restrictions on prohibited and restricted matter.  

Prohibited Matter 

Prohibited matter is defined as biosecurity matter that is not currently present of known to be present 
in the State, where there are reasonable grounds to believe that if the matter did enter the State, it 
would have a significant adverse effect. Prohibited matter includes: 

• Aquatic diseases, parasites and viruses 

• Animal diseases, parasites and viruses 

• Listed invasive plants  

• Listed invasive animals, essentially includes all amphibians, mammals and reptiles other than 
native, domesticated, restricted or invasive animals already known to be present (see Schedule 1, 
Part 4 of the Biosecurity Act 2014 (Qld)). 

• Marine plants and animals for example crabs, mussels and limpets  

• Noxious fish  

• Prohibited matter that affects plants such as plant diseases and insects, etc; and 

• Tramp ants - Argentine ant and tropical Fire ant (or ginger ant).   
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Restricted Matter 

Restricted matter is biosecurity matter found in Queensland and expected to have a significant impact 
on human health, social amenity, the economy or the environment if restrictions are not imposed to 
reduce, control or contain it. There are 7 categories of restricted matter as shown in Table 2.2.  

Table 2.2: Categories of biosecurity restricted matter 

Category  General requirements 

1 Must be reported within 24 hours on 13 25 23 

2 Must be reported within 24 hours to an inspector or authorised person 

3 Cannot be distributed (e.g. released into the environment) or disposed of other than: 

- in accordance with a way prescribed under regulation  
- as authorised under a restricted matter permit; or  
- as performed by an authorised officer. 

4 Must not be moved, or caused or allowed to move, except for the purposes of identifying the 
matter.  

5 Must not be kept in a person’s possession or under a person’s control, except for the purposes 
of identifying the matter. 

6 Must not be given food, except for the purposes of lawful baiting, trapping or shooting. 

7 Must be killed as soon as practicable and then disposed of in a way prescribed under a 
regulation 

Restricted biosecurity matter may be allocated one or more category depending on the requirements 
for management. Restricted matter is listed in Schedule 2 of the Biosecurity Act 2014 (Qld). 

2.2.3 Queensland Biosecurity Strategy (QBS) 2024-2029 

The QBS (2024) sets out the goals, guiding principles, and strategic themes for biosecurity management 
in Queensland. The strategy builds upon the previous (2018-2023) strategy and aligns Queensland with 
the National Biosecurity Strategy 2022-2032 (DAFF, 2022). The QBS aims to: 

• prevent the entry, spread, or establishment of exotic pests and diseases in Queensland;  

• contain, suppress, or manage significant pests and diseases already present in Queensland;  

• contribute to Queensland’s food security and maintain our reputation as a safe and high-quality 
trade partner;  

• protect Queensland’s economy, environment, biodiversity, rural and regional communities, and 
way of life; and  

• prepare for and effectively address new pest and disease incursions.  

Business Queensland also lists ‘other invasive plants’ on their website for consideration in control 
programs.  

The Queensland Invasive Plants and Animals Strategy 2025-2030 focuses on the stages and scope of 
management of invasive plants and animals in accordance with the Biosecurity Act 2014 (Qld) and 
guides the development of relevant sections of this management plan including environmental control 
measures.  

Local government Biosecurity Plans, such as the Gladstone Regional Council Biosecurity Plan 2021-
2025 (GRC, 2021-2025), detail the actions to be taken for certain species.  
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 Biosecurity Matter 

Biosecurity matter, as defined in the Biosecurity Act 2014 (Qld), includes aquatic and animal diseases, 
parasites and viruses; invasive plants and animals; marine plants and animals; noxious fish; matter 
affecting plants and animals; and Tramp ants.  

Additional details on the types and known distribution of biosecurity matter is provided in the 
following sections where there is a risk of introducing new or spreading existing matter as a result of 
operational activities at the APLNG Facility. 

3.1 Invasive Plants and Other Weed Species 

A review of the Commonwealth and State invasive plant and other weed species lists including WoNS, 
NEAL and Schedule 2 of the Biosecurity Act 2014 (Qld) has identified a number of prohibited and 
restricted invasive plant species.  

The prohibited invasive plants listed in Table 3.1 are not expected to be identified within the APLNG 
Facility Land. However, vigilance is required to ensure they are not imported or introduced by some 
other means, for example through the movement of people, equipment or vehicles to/from the APLNG 
Facility.  

Table 3.1: Prohibited plants 

Common name Species  
Queensland Commonwealth 

Biosecurity Act WoNS NEAL 

Acacia spp.  Acacia spp. Mariosousa spp., Senegalia spp. and 
Vachellia spp. other than V. nilotica and V. 
farnesiana 

Prohibited - - 

Anchored water 
hyacinth 

Eichhornia azurea Prohibited - - 

Annual 
thunbergia  

Thunbergia annua Prohibited - - 

Bitterweed Helenium amarum Prohibited - - 

Candleberry 
myrtle 

Morella faya Prohibited - - 

Cholla cactus  Cylindropuntia spp. and hybrids other than C. 
fulgida, C. imbricata, C. prolifera, C. rosea, C. 
spinosior and C. tunicata 

Prohibited - - 

Christ’s thorn  Ziziphus spina-christi Prohibited - - 

Eurasian water 
milfoil 

Myriophyllum spicatum Prohibited - - 

Fanworts  Cabomba spp. other than C. caroliniana Prohibited - - 

Floating water 
chestnut  

Trapa spp. Prohibited - - 

Harrisia cactus  Harrisia spp. syn. Eriocereus spp. other than H. 
martinii, H. tortuosa and H. pomanensis syn. 
Cereus pomanensis 

Prohibited - - 

Honey locust Gleditsia spp. other than G. triacanthos Prohibited - - 
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Common name Species  
Queensland Commonwealth 

Biosecurity Act WoNS NEAL 

Horsetails Equisetum spp. Prohibited - ✓ 

Kochia Bassia scoparia syn. Kochia scoparia  Prohibited - - 

Lagarosiphon  Lagarosiphon major Prohibited - - 

Mesquites All Prosopis spp. and hybrids other than P. 

glandulosa, P. pallida and P. velutina) 

Prohibited 
✓ 

- 

Mexican bean 
tree  

All Cecropia spp. other than C. pachystachya, C. 
palmata and C. peltata 

Prohibited - - 

Miconia  Miconia spp. other than M. calvescens, M. 
cionotricha, M. nervosa and M. racemosa) 

Prohibited - - 

Mikania vine  Mikania spp. other than M. micrantha Prohibited - - 

Peruvian 
primrose  

Ludwigia peruviana Prohibited - - 

Prickly pear Opuntia spp. other than O. aurantiaca, O. elata, 
O. ficus-indica, O. microdasys, O. monacantha, 
O. stricta, O. streptacantha and O. tomentosa 

Prohibited ✓ (O. 
robusta) 

- 

Red sesbania  Sesbania punicea Prohibited - - 

Salvinia Salvinia spp. other than S. molesta Prohibited - - 

Serrated tussock Nassella trichotoma Prohibited ✓ - 

Siam weed Chromolaena spp. other than C. odorata and C. 
squalida 

Prohibited - - 

Spiked pepper Piper aduncum Prohibited - - 

Tropical soda 
apple 

Solanum viarum Prohibited - - 

Water soldiers Stratiotes aloides Prohibited ✓ - 

Witch weeds  Striga spp. other than native species Prohibited - - 
Biosecurity Act 2014 (Qld). Prohibited: not currently known to be in Australia; Restricted Categories 1 = does not include 
plants; Category 2 = the invasive plant must be reported to Biosecurity Queensland within 24 hours; Category 3 = the 
invasive plant must not be distributed either by sale or gift or released into the environment; Category 4 = the invasive plant 
must not be moved; Category 5 = the invasive plant must not be kept. 
WoNS: Weeds of National Significance 
NEAL: National Environmental Alert List  
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Non-prohibited weed species have been classified as Priority or Alert Species. Priority Species are 
weeds including restricted invasive plant species and other species (not listed as restricted invasive) 
which are known to have occurred or continue to occur within the APLNG Facility Land. Management 
efforts will be specifically targeted at Priority Species to reduce the spread of weeds at the APLNG 
Facility and to surrounding land.  

Alert Species are weeds including restricted invasive plant species and other species (not listed as 
restricted invasive) which are uncommon or that do not currently occur in Queensland but have been 
recognised as having the potential to occur and impact upon the APLNG Facility Land and the central 
Queensland region based on known and potential distributional ranges and habitat preferences. This 
may include species that are not currently present in Australia, or that are present but not established. 
Alert species are unlikely to be encountered at the APLNG Facility but are recognised for their potential 
invasiveness and potential to impacts. 

Table 3.2: Priority and alert weeds (restricted invasive plants and other weed species) 

Known to occur – priority weeds listed as WoNS, NEALS and/or invasive plants under the Biosecurity Act 

Common 
Name 

Species 

Queensland 

Biosecurity 
Act 

Commonwealth 

Comments/Source 
WoNS NEAL 

Common 
prickly pear 
(Pest pear) 

Opuntia stricta 3 ✓ - 
Bio-Target/Field surveys – 
dispersed by fauna 

Rubber vine 
Cryptostegia 
grandiflora 

3 ✓ - 
Field surveys – dispersed by 
wind 

Lantana Lantana camara 3 ✓ - 
Field surveys – dispersed by 
fauna 

Parthenium 
Parthenium 
hysterophorus 

3 ✓ - 
Field surveys – dispersed by 
water 

Groundsel Baccharis halimifolia 3 - - 

Regional Strategies – Has 
occurred previously and been 
eradicated with single bush 
observed in early 2019 – 
dispersed by wind 

Praxelis Praxelis clematidea - - ✓ 
Detected in 2018 Field 
surveys 

Known to occur – weeds listed as other invasive plants by Business Queensland and/or invasive plant species 
listed in the Gladstone Regional Council Biosecurity Plan (GRCBP), or previously identified 

Common 
name 

Species 
Business 

Queensland 
GRCBP Comments/Source 

Balloon 
cotton 

Gomphocarpus 
physocarpus 

- - Field surveys 

Corky passion 
vine 

Passiflora suberosa 
Other Invasive 

Plant 
- Field surveys 

Combungi Typha sp. 
Other Invasive 

Plant 
- Field surveys 

Flannel weed Sida cordifolia - - Field surveys 

Leucaena 
Leucaena 
leucocephala 

Other Invasive 
Plant 

Containment Field surveys 

Light blue 
snakeweed 

Stachytarpheta 
jamaicensis 

Other Invasive 
Plant 

Local control Field surveys 

Mimosa bush  
Acacia farnesiana syn. 
Vachellia farnesiana 

Other Invasive 
Plant 

- 
Regional Strategies - Field 
surveys – currently not 
detected (2019) 
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Rhodes grass Chloris gayana 
Other Invasive 

Plant 
- 

Field surveys – currently not 
detected (2019) 

Stinking 
passionflower 

Passiflora foetida 
Other Invasive 

Plant 
- Field surveys 

Potential to occur – alert weeds 

Common 
name 

Species 

Queensland 

Biosecurity 
Act 

Commonwealth 

Comments/Source 
WoNS NEAL 

Alligator weed 
Alternanthera 
philoxeroides 

3 ✓ -  

American rat’s 
tail grass 

Sporobolus indicus 
var. pyramidalis syn. 
S. jacquemonti, S. 
pyramidalis 

3 - - Regional Strategies 

Badhara bush 
*** 

Gmelina elliptica 3 - - Regional Strategies 

Bellyache 
bush 

Jatropha gossypifolia 3 ✓ - Regional Strategies 

Bitou bush  
Chrysanthemoides 
monilifera subsp. 
Rotundata 

2,3,4,5 ✓ -  

Blue helitrope  
Heliotropium 
amplexicaule 

- - -  

Bridal creeper 
Asparagus 
asparagoides 

2,3,4,5 ✓ -  

Broad-leaved 
pepper tree 

Schinus 
terebinthifolius 

3 - - Regional Strategies 

Buffel grass Pennisetum ciliare - - - Regional Strategies 

Castor oil 
plant 

Ricinus communis - - - Regional Strategies 

Cat’s claw 
creeper  

Dolichandra unguis-
cati 

3 ✓ - 
Regional Strategies – 
dispersed by water 

Chilean 
needle grass  

Nassella neesiana 3 ✓ -  

Chinee apple  Ziziphus mauritiana 3 - - Regional Strategies 

Cholla cactus  
Cylindropuntia 
fulgida, C. imbricata, 
C. prolifera 

3 - -  

Cholla cactus  
Cylindropuntia rosea, 
C. spinosior and C. 
tunicata 

2,3,4,5 - -  

Creeping 
lantana  

Lantana 
montevidensis 

3 - - Regional Strategies 

Easter cassia  
Senna pendula var. 
glabrata 

- - -- Regional Strategies 

Erect tar vine  Boerhavia erecta - - -  

Fanwort  Cabomba caroliniana 3 ✓ -  

Fragrant 
thunbergia 

Thunbergia fragrans -- - -  
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Common 
Name 

Species 

Queensland 

Biosecurity 
Act 

Commonwealth Comments/Source 

Giant rats tail 
grass  

Sporobolus natalensis 3 - - Regional Strategies 

Giant 
sensitive plant  

Mimosa diplotricha 3 - - AQIS; Regional Strategies 

Glush weed  Hygrophila costata 3 - -  

Gorse Ullex europaeus 3 ✓ -  

Harrisia 
cactus  

Harrisia martinii, H. 
tortuosa and H. 
pomanensis syn. 
Cereus pomanensis 

3 - -  

Hawkweed Hieracium spp. - - ✓ AQIS 

Honey locust Gleditsia triacanthos 3 - -  

Hymenachne  
Hymenachne 
amplexicaulis  

3 ✓ - Regional Strategies 

Koster’s curse  Clidermia hirta 2,3,4,5 - -  

Laurel 
clockvine  

Thunbergia laurifolia 3 - ✓ Regional Strategies 

Leuceana  
Leuceana 
leucocephala 

- - - Regional Strategies 

Limnocharis  Limnocharis flava 2,3,4,5 - -  

Lippia  Phyla canescens - - - Regional Strategies 

Maderia vine  Anredera cordifolia 3 ✓ -  

Madras thorn  Pithecellobium dulce 2,3,4,5 - -  

Mexican bean 
tree  

Cecropia 
pachystachya, C. 
palmata and C. 
peltata 

2,3,4,5 - -  

Mexican 
feather grass  

Nassella tenuissima 2,3,4,5 - - Regional Strategies 

Miconia  

Miconia spp. other 
than M. calvescens, 
M. cionotricha, M. 
nervosa and M. 
racemosa) 

IBM - -  

Miconia  

Miconia calvescens, 
M. cionotricha, M. 
nervosa and M. 
racemosa) 

2,3,4,5 - -  

Mikania vine  Mikania micrantha 2,3,4,5 - -  

Mimosa pigra  Mimosa pigra 2,3,4,5 ✓ - Regional Strategies 

Mother of 
millions  

Bryophyllum 
delagoense ( syn. B. 
tubiflorum, Kalanchoe 
delagoensis and 
hybrids 

3 - - Regional Strategies 

Noogoora 
burr  

Xanthium occidentale - - - 
Regional Strategies – 
dispersed by fauna 

Paramatta 
grass  

Sporobolus africanus - - - Regional Strategies 

Parkinsonia  Parkinsonia aculeata 3 ✓ - Regional Strategies 
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Common 
Name 

Species 

Queensland 

Biosecurity 
Act 

Commonwealth Comments/Source 

Prickly acacia  
Acacia nilotica subsp. 
indica 

3 ✓ - Regional Strategies 

Saffron thistle Carthamus lanatus - - - Regional Strategies 

Salvinia  Salvinia molesta 3 ✓ - Regional Strategies 

Senegal tea 
plant  

Gymnocoronis 
spilanthoides 

3 - ✓  

Siam weed  Chromolaena odorata 3 - ✓ Regional Strategies 

Singapore 
daisy  

Sphagneticola 
trilobata 

3 - - Regional Strategies 

Sisal hemp  Agave sisalana - - - Regional Strategies 

Thornapple  Datura stramonium - - - Regional Strategies 

Velvety tree 
pear  

Opuntia tomentosa 3 - - Regional Strategies 

Water 
hyacinth  

Eichornia crassipes 3 ✓ - Regional Strategies 

Water lettuce Pistia stratiotes 3 - - Regional Strategies 

Water 
mimosa  

Neptunia oleracea 
and N. Plena 

2,3,4,5 - -  

Yellow 
oleander  

Cascabela thevetia 3 - - Regional Strategies 

Biosecurity Act 2014 (Qld). Restricted Categories 1 = does not include plants; Category 2 = the invasive plant must be reported 
to Biosecurity Queensland within 24 hours; Category 3 = the invasive plant must not be distributed either by sale or gift or 
released into the environment; Category 4 = the invasive plant must not be moved; Category 5 = the invasive plant must not 
be kept. IBM = Invasive biosecurity Matter; - = Not Declared or listed. 
WoNS: Weeds of National Significance  
NEAL: National Environmental Alert List 
Regional Strategies: Species identified as priority species within Gladstone Regional Council Biosecurity Plan 2021-2025, the 
Capricorn Pest Management Group Regional Pest Management Strategy 2004 – 2009 and/or the Central Queensland Strategy 
for Sustainability - 2004 and Beyond. 

3.1.1 Distribution of Priority and Other Weed Species 

Weed surveys have occurred on a regular basis throughout construction, commissioning and start-up 
phases at the APLNG Facility, and will continue to be conducted during operations for the life of the 
APLNG Facility. Dispersal vectors for weeds include wind, water and fauna for specific species (as 
specified in Table 3.2 above), with almost all species susceptible to anthropogenic dispersal, i.e. on 
vehicles and equipment and on persons.  

During the surveys conducted to date five (5) Qld Biosecurity Act 2014 category 3 weeds, four of which 
are also WoNS species, and one NEAL species have been identified within APLNG Facility Land, namely 
common prickly pear, rubber vine, lantana, parthenium, groundsel and praxelis. The distribution of 
each species is restricted, as shown in Figure 3-1 as a result of ongoing management actions. A number 
of other weed species have also been detected during surveys including balloon cotton, flannel weed, 
corky passion vine, cumbungi, leucaena and light blue snakeweed. Although, not declared, these 
species have the potential to alter both vegetation structure and composition of native plant 
communities and reasonable and practicable steps are to be taken to minimise the risks associated 
with these invasive plants in accordance with the general biosecurity obligation.   
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Figure 3.1: Distribution of priority weed species 
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3.2 Biosecurity Matter Affecting Plants 

Prohibited and restricted biosecurity matter affecting plants is listed in Schedules 1 and 2 of the 
Biosecurity Act 2014 (Qld), (noting that the Plant Protection Act 1989 (Qld) and Plant Protection 
Regulation 2002 (Qld) have been repealed). The Commonwealth Department of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry (DAFF) lists National Priority Plant Pests and recommends that any new sightings be 
investigated with notification made to the Exotic Plant Pest Hotline on 1800 084 881 or to the State 
Government department where they are suspected to be exotic. Biosecurity Queensland (Department 
of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF)) also provides a list of “Priority plant pests and diseases” on the 
Business Queensland website.  

Some species, which may be of relevance to the APLNG Facility Land given their host preferences, are 
listed in Table 3.3 below. However, source references should be viewed for completeness. 

Table 3.3: Biosecurity matter affecting plants  

Common name  Scientific name  Organism  Affects  
*Qld Act 

Classification 

Africanised bee Apis mellifera 
scutellata 

Insect  Prohibited 

Asian honey bee Apis dorsata, A. 
florea, A. cerana 
other than A. cerana 
javana 

Insect  Prohibited 

Banana bunchy top 
virus 

Babuvirus Virus  Restricted – 1 

Black Sigatoka of 
banana  

Mycosphaerella 
fijiensis 

Fungus  Restricted – 1 

Bumblebee Bombus spp. Insect  Prohibited 

Citrus canker Xanthomonas citri pv. 
Citri 

Disease  Prohibited 

Citrus greening 
(Huanglongbing)  

Candidatus 
Liberibacter 

Asiaticus 

Disease  Prohibited 

Eucalyptus/guava 
rust 

Exotic strains of 
Puccinia psidii 

Fungus Identified on Melaleuca, 
Syzygium and Eugenia sp. 

Prohibited 

Fiji leaf gall virus  Virus  Restricted – 1 

Fruit fly 

 

Bactrocera atrisetosa, 
B. decipiens, B. kirki, 
B. occipitalis, B. tau, 
B. trilineola, B. 
trivialis and B. 
xanthodes 

Insect  Prohibited 

Fusarium wilt of 
banana  

Fusarium oxysporum 
f. sp. Cubense 
(tropical race 4) 

  Restricted – 1 

Branched 
broomrape  

Orobanche ramosa  Parasitic 
weed  

Broadleaf crops, broadleaf 
weeds, native plants  

Prohibited  

Island sugarcane 
planthopper  

Eumetopina flavipes   Restricted – 1 

http://www.daff.gov.au/animal-plant-health/pests-diseases-weeds/weeds/threats/broomrape
http://www.daff.gov.au/animal-plant-health/pests-diseases-weeds/weeds/threats/broomrape
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Common name  Scientific name  Organism  Affects  
*Qld Act 

Classification 

Giant African snail  Achatina fulica  Gastropod  Environment  Prohibited  

Grapevine leaf rust Phakopsora euvitis Fungus  Prohibited 

Karnal bunt of 
wheat 

Tilletia indica Fungus  Prohibited 

Khapra beetle  Trogoderma 
granarium 

Insect Dried plant and animal 
products, in particular stored 
cereals and oilseeds 

Prohibited 

Mango 
malformation 
disease (MMD) 

 Fungus  Prohibited 

Sharka Plum pox virus Virus  Prohibited 

Pierce’s Disease 
(Xylella) 

Xylella fastidiosa Bacteria Fruit and vegetable crops, 
amenity and native plants, 
vectored by xylem-feeding 
insects 

Prohibited 

Potato spindle 
tuber viroid 

 Disease  Restricted – 1 

Sugarcane stem 
borer 

(Chilo spp.)  Insect  Restricted – 1 

West Indian 
drywood termite 

Cryptotermes brevis Insect  Restricted – 1 

Biosecurity Act 2014 (Qld). Prohibited. Restricted Categories 1 = must be reported within 24 hours on 13 25 23; Category 2 = 
must be reported to Biosecurity Queensland within 24 hours; Category 3 = must not be distributed either by sale or gift or 
released into the environment. 
Queensland DAF Emergency Plant Pest and Diseases List  
Commonwealth Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Exotic Plant Pests and Diseases Watch List  

3.2.1 Distribution of Biosecurity Matter Affecting Plants 

No observations of plant diseases, pests or pathogens have been recorded within the APLNG Facility 
Land to date. However, many can be dormant, remain undetected and/or can rapidly infest new areas. 
As a result, a general awareness of key plant diseases, pests and pathogens is required to facilitate 
early detection.  

3.3 Invasive and Other Pest Animals 

The Biosecurity Act 2014 (Qld) lists all non-native animals, excluding those known to be present in 
Australia, as prohibited species. It also identifies a number of restricted invasive animal species. Under 
the EPBC Act, a number of feral animals are recognised as threats to native animals and plants and the 
impacts of some feral animals have been listed as key threatening processes.  

The pest animals listed in Table 3.4 include some common restricted species and non-declared species 
that are known to occur within the APLNG Facility Land, as well as those that are listed as key 
threatening processes.  

 

https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/plants/health-pests-diseases/a-z-significant/giant-african-snail
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Although most restricted species are unlikely to be inadvertently introduced to the island as a result 
of operational activities, vigilance is required to ensure they are identified if introduced by some other 
means, for example through neighbouring activities.  

This list is not intended to be exhaustive and the Biosecurity Act 2014 (Qld), Schedules 1 and 2 should 
be referred to for completeness. 

Table 3.4: Restricted and other pest animals 

Common name Species  
Qld 

Biosecurity 
Act 

Listed 
Threatening 

Processes 

(EPBC Act) 

Recorded 
on-site 

Black rat Rattus rattus - ✓ ✓ 

Brown hare Lepus capensis - - - 

Brown rat Rattus norvegicus - ✓ - 

Cat (other than a 
domestic cat) 

Felis catus and Prionailurus 
bengalensis x Felis catus 

3,4,6 - - 

Cane toad Rhinella marina syn. Bufo marinus - ✓ ✓ 

Cattle  Bos spp. - - ✓ 

Dingo  Canis lupus dingo 3,4,5,6 - ✓ 

Dog (other than a 
domestic dog) 

Canis lupus familiaris 3,4,6 - ✓ 

European fox (red 
fox) 

Vulpes vulpes 3,4,5,6 ✓ - 

European rabbit  Oryctolagus cuniculus  3,4,5,6 ✓ - 

Feral goat Capra hircus  3,4,6 ✓ - 

Horse Equus caballus - - ✓ 

House mouse Mus musculus - ✓ ✓ 

House sparrow Passer domesticus - - - 

Mallard duck Anas platyrhynchos - - ✓ 

Pig Sus scrofa 3,4,6 ✓ ✓ 

Rock dove Columba livia - - - 

Spotted dove Streptopelia chinensis - - - 

- = Not Declared or not recorded on site. 

3.3.1 Distribution of Invasive and Other Pest Animals 

Cattle, horses, pigs, dogs and dingo-crosses have been observed in numerous locations across Curtis 
Island. All are excluded from the operational APLNG Facility by the perimeter fence but may occur 
within the vegetated areas external to the fence.  Management of these species external to the APLNG 
Facility Land is conducted by the Department of Environment, Science and Innovation – Queensland 
Parks and Wildlife Service (DESI). No sightings of foxes, cats or rabbits have been reported to date. 
Three species of non-declared pest animals occur within the APLNG Facility Land including the cane 
toad, black rat and house mouse.  
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 Cane Toad 

All life stages of the cane toad life cycle are toxic and lethal ingestion of cane toads by native wildlife 
is listed as a key threatening process to native fauna species under the EPBC Act.  

Cane toads occur throughout much of Queensland, including the Curtis island Industry Precinct. Cane 
toads in various stages of their life cycle have been observed at a number of locations within the APLNG 
Facility Land. 

 Introduced Rodents 

In 2003, the presence of exotic rodents on islands was listed as a key threatening process to native 
fauna species under the EPBC Act.  

Two species of rodent are expected to continue to be encountered during the operations phase, 
namely the black rat (Rattus rattus) and house mouse (Mus musculus). Prior to construction of the 
APLNG Facility a ‘Wildlife Online’ search confirmed the presence of both the black rat and house mouse 
within the wider area, with the black rat also recorded during surveys within the Curtis Island Industry 
Precinct. Both species are currently present within the APLNG Facility Land.  

Brown rats have a patchy distribution around Australia, typically associated with coastal cities and 
towns, but are rare in the tropics. Although they are capable swimmers, no confirmed sightings have 
occurred at the APLNG Facility to date. 

3.4 Biosecurity Matter and Other Matter Affecting Animals 

Biosecurity matter and other matter affecting animals, includes a range of prohibited and restricted 
diseases, parasites and viruses; as well as some notifiable mosquito-borne diseases listed in the Public 
Health Regulation 2018 (Qld). A few are of potential relevance to the operational phase of the APLNG 
Facility as listed in Table 3.5 (refer to schedules 1 and 2 of the Biosecurity Act 2014 (Qld) and schedule 
1 of the Public Health Regulation 2018 (Qld) for complete lists). 

Table 3.5: Biosecurity matter affecting animals 

Common name 
Qld Biosecurity 

Act 

Qld Public 
Health 

Regulation 
Vector 

Australian bat lyssavirus Restricted – 1 Notifiable Bats 

Avian influenza (highly 
pathogenic or low pathogenic)  

Prohibited or 
Restricted – 1 

Notifiable Birds 

Barmah forest virus - Notifiable  Mosquitoes 

Chikungunya virus - Notifiable Mosquitoes (Aedes aegypti; A. albopictus). 

Dengue  - Notifiable Mosquitoes 

Japanese encephalitis  Restricted – 1 Notifiable Mosquitoes 

Malaria - Notifiable Mosquitoes (Anopheles spp.) 

Murray valley encephalitis - Notifiable Mosquitoes (Culex annulirostris) 

Ross River virus - Notifiable Mosquitoes 

Yellow fever - Notifiable Mosquitoes (currently does not occur in 
Australia)  

Zika virus - Notifiable Mosquitoes (Aedes aegypti; A. albopictus). 

Biosecurity Act 2014, - = Not Declared 
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3.5 Tramp Ants 

Tramp ants are a diverse group of invasive ant species which have become established widely across 
the globe. They can arrive in Australia through many transport pathways, and once here can affect 
ecosystems, social and cultural values, and human health. Six (6) tramp ant species have national 
priority for management because of their impact or potential impact on biodiversity (see Table 3.6). 
Management activities to minimise their damage include preventing entry, monitoring high-risk areas, 
removing new invaders, and dealing with incursions. 

Listed key threatening processes for tramp ants (yellow crazy ants and red imported fire ants) under 
the EBPC Act are related to impacts to the biodiversity of Australian native fauna and flora and 
ecosystem integrity. 

Table 3.6: National priority tramp ant species, with Qld classifications 

Common name Species  
Qld Biosecurity 
Act 

Distribution in Australia 

African big-headed ant 
or coastal brown ant 

Pheidole megacephala - Widely established including 
in Qld 

Argentine Ant Linepithema humile Prohibited Widely established (but not 
in Qld) 

Electric ants (or little fire 
ant)  

Wasmannia auropunctata  Restricted – 1 Localised incursions in Qld 

Red imported fire ants  Solenopsis invicta  Restricted – 1 Localised incursions in Qld, 
including historic incursions 
on Curtis Island and 
adjacent mainland areas 

Tropical fire ant (or 
ginger ant) 

Solenopsis geminata Prohibited Localised incursions (not in 
Qld) 

Yellow crazy ant Anoplolepis gracilipes Restricted – 3 Localised incursions in Qld 

Biosecurity Act 2014, - = Not Declared 

3.5.1 Local Distribution of Tramp Ants 

The fire ant restricted areas established under previous legislation within Yarwun, Callemondah, 
Targinnie and on Curtis Island in the Gladstone region were removed in 2016; and restrictions on the 
movement of fire ant carriers were lifted. [Note: The Biosecurity Act 2014 (Qld) now refers to fire ant 
biosecurity zones, rather than fire ant restricted areas].  

The primary transport vector of tramp ants is the movement of substrates and materials already 
containing the species such as soil, pots and potting mix, mulch and construction materials and can be 
transported in shipping cargo. Given that construction works, including the movements of high-risk 
substrates, is complete, the risk of Tramp ant incursions to the APLNG Facility Land is low. 

None of the other tramp species listed above have been encountered within the APLNG Facility Land 
or surrounding areas to date.  

https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/plants/weeds-pest-animals-ants/invasive-ants/electric-ants
https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/plants/weeds-pest-animals-ants/invasive-ants/fire-ants
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industry/agriculture/species/declared-pests/animals/yellow-crazy-ant
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3.6 Marine Pests – Plants and Animals 

Invasive marine species can have a significant impact on Australia’s marine industries and environment 
if conditions are favourable for establishment. The impacts of an invasive species outbreak can lead to 
impacts to human health, fisheries and aquaculture, shipping and ports, tourism and ecosystem health. 

The modes of entry of marine pests into Australian ports may be through a variety of human and 
natural means including, ballast water, biofouling (attached to vessels’ hulls, ropes, anchors and other 
equipment), aquaculture operations, marine debris, and ocean current movements.  

It is critical that due regard is given to the fact that a marine pest introduced to this area could readily 
move to other coastal locations, by infesting vessels that move between Port Curtis and other 
Australian ports on a frequent basis and thereby naturally disperse into the Great Barrier Reef Marine 
Park.  

Table 3.7 below lists species identified through Australia’s National Introduced Marine Pest 
Information System (NIMPIS), which provides detailed information on the biology, ecology and 
distribution of marine pest species known to have been introduced to Australia, and/or are considered 
to be a risk of future introduction relevant to Queensland; and prohibited marine animals and plants 
listed in the Biosecurity Act 2014 (Qld), Schedule 1 (noting there are no restricted marine animals or 
plants listed in Schedule 2 of the Act).  

Table 3.7: Marine pest animals and plants 

Common name Species  
Qld Biosecurity 
Act 

National Marine Pest 
Information System 

Acorn barnacle Megabalanus tintinnabulum - Listed for Qld 

American slipper limpet Crepidula fornicata Prohibited  

Asian bag mussel, Asian 
date mussel 

Musculista senhousia Prohibited  

Asian clam, brackish-
water corbula 

Corbula (Potamocorbula) 
amurensis 

Prohibited  

Asian green mussel Perna viridis Prohibited Listed for Qld 

Asian seaweed Sargassum muticum Prohibited  

Black striped mussel Mytilopsis sallei Prohibited  

Brown mussel Perna perna Prohibited  

Bryozoan spp. Amathia distans 

Bugula flabellata 

B. neritina 

Cryptosula pallasiana 

- Listed for Qld 

 

Centric diatoms Chaetoceros concavicorne, C. 
convolutes 

Prohibited  

Caribbean serpulid 
tubeworm 

Hydroides sanctaecrucis - Listed for Qld 

Chinese mitten crab Eriocheir spp. Prohibited  

Colonial ascidian Botrylloides leachi - Has been detected in 
Gladstone 

Colonial sea squirt Didemnum spp—exotic invasive 
strains 

Prohibited  
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Common name Species  
Qld Biosecurity 
Act 

National Marine Pest 
Information System 

Comb jelly Mnemiopsis leidyi Prohibited  

European barnacle Balanus improvisus Prohibited  

European clam Varicorbula gibba Prohibited  

European fan worm Sabella spallanzanii Prohibited  

European green crab Carcinus maenas Prohibited  

Fouling serpulid Hydroides elegans - Listed for Qld 

Green macroalga Caulerpa taxifolia – exotic strains Prohibited  

Green macroalga Codium fragile ssp. tomentosoides Prohibited  

Hydroid spp. Cordylophora caspia 

Halecium delicatulum 

Obelia dichotoma 

Plumularia setace 

- Listed for Qld 

Jack-knife clam Ensis directus Prohibited  

Japanese aeolid Anteaeolidiella indica - Listed for Qld 

Japanese/Asian shore 
crab 

Hemigrapsus sanguineus Prohibited  

Japanese seaweed Undaria pinnatifida Prohibited  

Knotted thread hydroid Antennella secundaria - Listed for Qld 

Lady crab Charybdis japonica Prohibited  

Lace coral spp. Schizoporella unicornis 

Watersipora arcuata 

- Listed for Qld 

Marbled spinefoot, 
rabbit fish 

Siganus rivulatus Prohibited  

Marine pill bug Sphaeroma walkeri - Listed for Qld 

Naval shipworm Teredo navalis - Listed for Qld 

New Zealand screwshell Maoricolpus roseus Prohibited  

Northern Pacific seastar Asterias amurensis Prohibited  

Pacific crab Hemigrapsus takanoi/penicillatus Prohibited  

Pacific oyster Crassostrea gigas Prohibited  

Pennate diatom Pseudo-mitzschia seriata Prohibited  

Rapa whelk Rapana venosa (syn Rapana 
thomasiana) 

Prohibited  

Red gilled mudworm Marenzelleria spp. Prohibited  

Red macroalga Grateloupia turuturu (syn 
Grateloupia 

doryphora) 

Prohibited  

Round goby Neogobius melanostomus Prohibited  

Sea slug Hopkinsia plana - Listed for Qld 

Sea lettuce Ulva fasciata - Listed for Qld 

Soft shell clam Mya arenaria Prohibited  

Solitary ascidian Ciona intestinalis 

Styela plicata 

- Listed for Qld 

Sphaeromatid isopod Paradella dianae - Listed for Qld 

Sponge isopod Paracerceis sculpta - Has been detected in 
Gladstone 
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Common name Species  
Qld Biosecurity 
Act 

National Marine Pest 
Information System 

Star ascidian Botryllus schlosseri - Listed for Qld 

Toxic dinoflagellates Dinophysis norvegica, Alexandrium 
monilatum and Pfiesteria piseicida) 

Prohibited  

Biosecurity Act 2014 (Qld), - = Not Declared 

3.6.1 Distribution of Marine Pests 

According to the most recent (Lewis et al. 2001) marine pest survey, Port Curtis, identified for on-
going monitoring under the National System, had not been impacted by any invasive marine pest 
taxa. 



 

 

 

Document Number Revision Date: Revision Number: 
ABUE-450-EN-V01-C-00009 12 June 2024 004 

 

Official copy located in EDMS. Unstamped, printed copies are UNCONTROLLED documents and MAY NOT BE CURRENT 

General Document and Procedure Template 

Biosecurity Management Plan  

 Management Strategy 

A review of operational management actions has been conducted to ensure that activities that have 
the potential to affect biosecurity outcomes are considered and management actions identified to 
minimise potential impacts. This review undertook to minimise the duplication of preventative, 
treatment and control measures and consolidated references to training, monitoring, incident 
response and reporting, to support clear and consistent implementation of the Plans’ requirements.  

During operations, there are unlikely to be significant interactions with biosecurity matter. However, 
the following sections describe the management actions to be implemented to prevent the 
introduction and spread of significant biosecurity matter to APLNG Facility Land and surrounding areas.  

4.1 Objectives and Targets 

The overarching objectives and targets for biosecurity management at the APLNG Facility are identified 
in Table 4.1. 

Table 4.1: Biosecurity management objectives and targets 

Objectives Targets 

Prevent the introduction of significant biosecurity 
matter 

Contain and control identified significant pest 
species 

Minimise the formation of significant habitat for 
pest species 

No introduction of significant biosecurity matter 

No uncontrolled outbreaks of significant pest species 

Weed species abundance and distribution be reduced 
on APLNG Facility Land 

4.2 Environmental Control Measures 

The environmental control measures to be implemented to support the mitigation of risks from 
significant biosecurity matter to the APLNG Facility are detailed in Table 4.2.
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Table 4.2: Environmental control measures 

Aspect/Activity Environmental Control Measures 

Prevention Treatment and Control 

Training Provide personnel involved in activities related to biosecurity management with job specific training, and reinforce training requirements as necessary, for:  

- Procedures for bringing materials and equipment to the site from local, regional, interstate and international sources as included in the Vehicle Access 
Procedure (ABUE-450-HS-N05-C-00012); 

- Identifying and reporting sightings of significant biosecurity matter; and 
- Restricted access to areas adjacent to the LNG Facility and restrictions on bringing plants and animals to the site, as included the Environmental Protection 

Code of Conduct (ABUE-450-EN-N05-C-00002). 

Weeds  

Vegetation 
Clearing and 
Maintenance 

Biosecurity risk items including for example vehicles, mobile plant and 
loads of mulch or soil will be transported to or from the APLNG Facility in 
accordance with the Vehicle Access Procedure (ABUE-450-HS-N05-C-
00012). This procedure details the requirements for weed hygiene and 
restrictions relating to potential biosecurity matter. 

Where items have come from a confirmed or designated pest area they 
will be certified as free from weed and pest species prior to being 
approved for transport over water to or from the APLNG Facility. 

Where activities are required in a known weed infested area, where 
practicable they will be restricted to periods when relevant species are not 
flowering or fruiting to prevent weed spread. 

Vegetation cleared from areas of known weed infestations may be stockpiled and 
herbicide applied to reduce re-sprouting or may be disposed of at a designated 
disposal site or otherwise appropriately managed to avoid weed seed spread to 
other areas of the APLNG Facility Land and surrounding lands. Where appropriate, 
for example to minimise erosion in areas not within the Major Hazardous Facility 
area, areas left devoid of vegetation following weed control may be rehabilitated 
using local-provenance species. 

Treatment plans will be implemented in areas where weed control is necessary to 
reduce the potential for species to spread. Treatment methodology will be selected 
on a case-by-case basis depending on the effectiveness of the application to control 
each species, the size, growth stage and location of each infestation and the timing 
of application; and will reference current guidelines such as the Department of 
Agriculture and Fisheries (Biosecurity Queensland) guidelines for restricted invasive 
plants which specify current legal requirements, plant descriptions, details on the 
life cycle, habitat and distribution in Queensland, methods of control and where 
further information can be made available. Refer to the GRC Biosecurity Plan 2021-
25 for invasive species management objectives.  

Surrounding land use, weather conditions and potential impacts to indigenous 
species will be considered when choosing a treatment application.  

Chemical distribution will be conducted by appropriately certified person(s) and will 
be documented in line with the Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries  
“Making and keeping records of agricultural chemical application” (2020) including 
the keeping of records in accordance with the Agricultural Chemicals Distribution 
Control Act 1966.  
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Aspect/Activity Environmental Control Measures 

Prevention Treatment and Control 

Where monitoring identifies that treatment plans have not been effective at 
minimising or controlling weed species, advice will be sought from a suitably 
qualified person on alternative treatment methods to be implemented.   

Plant Pests  

(Insects and 
Disease) 

In the event that native plants or plant parts are required at the APLNG 
Facility for revegetation or other purposes, they will be inspected prior to 
delivery to site to ensure that plant pests including insects and diseases 
are not introduced or spread.  

The Vehicle Access Procedure (ABUE-450-HS-N05-C-00012) details the 
requirements for vehicle, equipment, plant and machinery inspections and 
restrictions relating to potential biosecurity matter. 

Any new sightings of prohibited or restricted plant pests will be investigated with 
notification made to Biosecurity Queensland or the Exotic Plant Pest Hotline on 
1800 084 881, as required.  

Escorted access will be provided to biosecurity officers and treatment providers, as 
required, to undertake urgent responses (for example, to undertake inspections or 
fogging treatment of premises and/or incursions of confirmed biosecurity matter). 
The Induction and Facility Access Control Procedure (ABUE-450-HS-N05-C-00011) 
should be referred to for safe access procedures. 

Large Pest 
Animals 

Note: The installation of the Facility fence has excluded pest species from 
entering the APLNG Facility. 

The APLNG Facility fence will be inspected regularly, remotely monitored and 
maintained. 

Any large pest animals, (such as cattle, pigs, horses or wild dogs) found within the 
fenced area will be managed in accordance with “Australian Animal Welfare 
Standards and Guidelines”, including the “Model Codes of Practice and Standard 
Operating Procedures for the humane capture, handling or destruction of feral 
animals in Australia” by appropriately certified person(s).  

Note: Pest management in areas external to APLNG Facility Land is managed in 
accordance with the Environmental Management Precinct Contribution and 
Maintenance Deed implemented by DESI. This program has focussed in control 
methods targeting all pest animals predating on turtles and turtle nests, destocking 
cattle and horses, and pest plant management. 

Tramp Ants Cargo or materials (including fill, substrate, soil, mulch and turf) arriving 
from confirmed or designated tramp ant areas will be certified as free 
from Tramp Ants prior to being approved for transport over water to or 
from the APLNG Facility.  

High risk tramp ant materials such as soil, mulch and turf may require a 
Biosecurity Instrument Permit from the Queensland Department of 
Agriculture and Fisheries.  

Management of tramp ants is to be conducted in consultation with Biosecurity 
Queensland. 
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Aspect/Activity Environmental Control Measures 

Prevention Treatment and Control 

Introduced 
Rodents 

Prior to disposal, food waste from the APLNG Facility will be contained 
within waste storage containers that inhibit rodent access to waste 

Inspections are managed via monthly Tier inspections for housekeeping, 
and waste container suitability and management.  

NOTE: LNGCs are required to comply with biosecurity requirements for 
commercial vessels including the issuance of Ship Sanitation Certificates 
which are aimed at controlling disease vectors including rodents and 
mosquitoes that could potentially be carried on a vessel, as well as other 
biosecurity matters. Vessel compliance is assessed by DAFF using the 
Vessel Compliance Scheme (VCS).  

The presence of introduced rodents is to be confirmed by an appropriately qualified 
person prior to any broad scale program being implemented.  

Baiting for pest rodents is only to be conducted once target species have been 
identified by a qualified ecologist and will occur in response to increased number of 
pest rodents on site.  

Any broad scale or non-specific rodent control program will need to consider 
potential impacts to non-target indigenous species. 

Improvements to waste storage will be implemented if rodents are found to be 
accessing food waste 

Baiting programs will be reviewed annually and amended as required to ensure 
numbers are decreasing. 

Cane Toad and 
Mosquito Habitat 

Note: Artificial water holding facilities are designed to minimise utilisation 
by cane toads and mosquitoes including the minimisation of open, shallow 
pools of still water. 

Note: Mosquito monitoring at the Jetty is conducted periodically by DAFF.  

Control measures, where required, will be implemented in consultation with the 
Department in the event that significant mosquito species are identified. 

Domestic 
Movements of 
Items, Goods, 
Equipment and 
Materials  

Biosecurity risk items including for example vehicles, mobile plant and 
loads of mulch or soil will be transported to or from the APLNG Facility in 
accordance with the Vehicle Access Procedure (ABUE-450-HS-N05-C-
00012). This procedure details the requirements for weed hygiene and 
restrictions relating to potential biosecurity matter. 

Requirements to comply with the Vehicle Access Procedure (ABUE-450-HS-
N05-C-00012) are included in relevant contracts. 

Items that do not meet the biosecurity validation checks will not be permitted to 
enter Curtis Island until the non-conformance is rectified.  

 

Import of Items, 
Goods, Equipment 
and Materials 
from international 
Sources 

Where international goods are intended to be brought into, and unloaded 
at a landing place or port within Australian territory; the person responsible 
for arranging to import the goods (or the operator of the conveyance i.e. 
aircraft or vessel; or the freight forwarder who arranged for transport) must 
give written notice to a Biosecurity Official or Customs Officer.  The notice 
must include information as prescribed in the Biosecurity Regulation 2016 
(Cth) Chapter 2, Part 1, Division 2, Section 11, as detailed in Table 2.1. Notice 
is to be provided no later than 3 business days before the expected arrival 
of the goods at the first point of entry. 

Note: Items that are not cleared through existing off-site, third-party commercial 
biosecurity facilities will be managed in accordance with the Biosecurity Act 2015 
(Cth), including by movement, treatment, export or destruction of the goods as 
directed by a Biosecurity Officer.    

In the event that the import of international items, goods and materials directly to 
the APLNG Facility is required, ConocoPhillips will work with the Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry and Biosecurity Queensland to ensure all 
necessary approvals and control measures are in place, in accordance with the 
requirements of relevant legislation. 
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Aspect/Activity Environmental Control Measures 

Prevention Treatment and Control 

Note: [Biosecurity import conditions and any requirements for an Import 
Permit can be determined using the Commonwealth Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry’s Biosecurity Import Conditions System 
(BICON).]  

Note: All APLNG international goods and materials will be cleared through 
existing off-site, third-party commercial biosecurity facilities with 
approved arrangements, in compliance with requirements at the 
biosecurity entry point (or port of discharge), prior to being released from 
biosecurity control. 

No animals or animal products will be intentionally imported into 
Australia. 

 

International 
Conveyances 
(Vessels) 

- General 
Biosecurity 
Matter  

Note: Vessels are required to hold a current Ship Sanitation Certificate, 
administered by DAFF. These certificates aim to control the international 
spread of human diseases by controlling any vectors of these diseases that 
could potentially be carried on a vessel including rodents and mosquitoes, 
as well as by preventing the discharge of untreated ballast water, checking 
certification of potable water and sewage, and biosecurity measures for 
human carriers of disease. 

Note: DAFF conducts routine vessel inspections as part of the Vessel Compliance 
Scheme to assess passenger health, animals and plants on board, ballast water 
management, biosecurity risk material, the presence of rodents or insects and waste 
management; and implements control measures in consultation with vessel 
operators as required. 

Rodent and mosquito control measures at the APLNG Facility are detailed above. 

International 
Conveyances 
(Vessels) 

- Wastes 

Note: Wastes from international shipping activities are to be managed by 
the vessel operator.  

Note: Wastes from international shipping activities that cannot be managed within 
the vessels are to be managed by the vessel operator in conjunction with a 
government approved service provider. 

If an LNGC is required to dispose of waste in an emergency situation, the waste is to 
be moved directly from the LNGC to an off-site location. Whilst the transport of 
waste may occur on APLNG Facility Land, LNGC waste is not to be stored onsite, nor 
is COP waste to be collected with this waste. As operators of the APLNG Facility, COP 
does not take ownership of waste generated by LNGCs. 

International 
Conveyances 
(Vessels) 

- Introduced 
Marine Pests 

Note: Vessel ballast water management must comply with International 
Maritime Organization (IMO) guidelines - International Convention for the 
Control and Management of Ballast Water and Sediments (BWM 
Convention) which came into effect on 8 September 2017, and the 
Australian Ballast Water Management Requirements (DAFF). DAFF are 
responsible for the regulation of ballast water in Australia including the 

Note: DAFF conducts routine vessel inspections as part of the Vessel Compliance 
Scheme to assess biosecurity risk material and implements control measures in 
consultation with vessel operators as required. 

The compliance of International Conveyances (Vessels) with the applicable 
requirements (Australian Biofouling Management Requirements and the Australian 
Ballast Water Management Requirements) is managed by DAFF.  
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management of Ballast Water Reports and the inspection of Ballast Water 
Management Systems and Plans as part of the Vessel Compliance Scheme; 
Sediments from ballast tanks cannot be discharged in Australian waters. 

Note: Guidelines for the control and management of ships' biofouling to 
minimize the transfer of invasive aquatic species adopted by the 
International Maritime Organization (IMO) Marine Environment Protection 
Committee (MEPC) in 2011 (revised guidelines adopted by MEPC in 2023). 
These Guidelines add support to the International Convention on the 
Control of Harmful Anti-fouling Systems on Ships which was ratified in 2008.  

DAFF has developed the Australian Biofouling Management Requirements 
(ABFMR), which set out vessel operator obligations for the management of 
biofouling when operating vessels under biosecurity control within 
Australian territorial seas.  

Should introduced marine pest monitoring within the Port Curtis region detect any 
new pest translocations, APLNG will work with the Gladstone Ports Corporation and 
relevant government agencies including DAFF (Cth) and DAF (Qld), to respond as 
required. 
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 Monitoring, Incident Response and Reporting  

5.1 Monitoring 

Biosecurity monitoring will involve the following: 

• Maintaining records of biosecurity management training; 

• Pest and weed surveys of the APLNG Facility Land conducted at least annually, and more frequently 
where determined necessary by a suitably qualified specialist informed by weed treatment plans 
to ensure that inspection frequencies are adequate to detect new occurrences and/or spread of 
restricted species.  

• Monitoring protocol to assess the presence, extent and distribution of target pest and weed 
species will be determined by the suitably qualified specialist depending on the species to be 
detected; 

• Quantities and types of any herbicide or pesticide (e.g. mosquitocide) used on site will be recorded 
to enable reporting and incident investigation as required;  

• Monitoring the boundary fence condition to detect and repair any damage; and 

• Should introduced marine pest monitoring within the Port Curtis region detect any new pest 
translocations, APLNG will work with the Gladstone Ports Corporation and relevant government 
agencies, to respond as required. 

5.2 Incident Response  

Any person discovering suspected biosecurity matter should:   

• Contact their Supervisor who will notify an HSE Advisor or Environmental Specialist immediately 
(or as soon as reasonably practicable) of any incidents that may need to be reported to a Regulator 
or Administering Authority (Notifiable Incidents). 

• Remove personnel from the immediate area, as appropriate, for example if suspected tramp ant 
infestation is identified. 

• Provide their Supervisor with the following information:   

• Type of suspected Biosecurity Matter. 

• Location of suspected Biosecurity Matter. 

• Severity of find or release, using estimate of volumes if possible. 

• Not take any action likely to increase the risk, for example moving or disturbing the animal, plant 
or thing. 

• Take all reasonable action to minimise the risk, for example contain or isolate the animal, plant or 
thing to prevent spread, if the hazards associated with it are known and it is safe to do so. 

More specific response details are provided in Table 5.1 below. However, each response will be 
determined on a case-by-case basis depending on the nature of the suspected release or find. 
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Table 5.1: Response to Biosecurity Matter release or find 

HAZARD CONFIRMED BIOSECURITY MATTER RELEASE OR FIND  

Critical Information  

• Notification to Biosecurity Queensland on 13 25 23 without delay. 

• Notification of DAFF on 1800 798 636. 

• Early deployment of containment measures. 

Response 
Phase 

Action Responsible Complete 

Reporting and 
Mobilising 

Take details from person reporting find on location of Biosecurity Matter and suspected 
type and extent. 

All ☐ 

Notify Environmental Specialist (ES). Supervisor ☐ 

Conduct situational awareness (including an assessment of the weather) to determine 
response. 

ES ☐ 

Remove personnel from affected areas, as appropriate. Response is dependent upon 
situation. 

ES ☐ 

Notify and request assistance from Biosecurity Queensland on 13 25 23 and through 
the Advice of notifiable incident form (BQ/2016/2633)  

Where relevant, call the Exotic Plant Pest Hotline on 1800 084 881. 

ES ☐ 

Notification to Brisbane Central control room (if processing or ship loading will be 
affected) 

ES ☐ 

Notify other government departments including the Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry on 1800 798 636 or by completing a Reportable Biosecurity 
Incident form (AG12/2016). 

ES ☐ 

Notify neighbouring facilities (QCLNG and GLNG) where relevant. ES ☐ 

Incident 
Assessment 

Determine source of release ES ☐ 

Proceed to location and confirm situation ES ☐ 

Determine threat to personnel, facilities and environment. ES ☐ 

Evaluate containment strategies   ES ☐ 

Initiate muster/evacuation alarm (GSA) if required. ES ☐ 

Immediate 
Response 

Make PA/all channel radio update announcements if required. ES ☐ 

Reference Biosecurity Management Plan (ABUE-450-EN-V01-C-00009). Notify and 
continuously engage with the Director, Environment and Sustainable Development . 

ES ☐ 

Deploy first strike containment actions if safe to do so – barricading and knock-down 
spray e.g. Mortein (5% permethrin) - maintained at the Marine Terminal Building (with 
additional stock available from the storeperson). 

ES ☐ 

Isolate ill travellers or confine them to the vessel until they can be assessed by a DAFF 
Biosecurity Officer 

Security ☐ 

Take specimen samples where safe to do so, or photograph of incident e.g. bee or wasp 
nest. 

ES ☐ 

Maintain a detailed log of events ES ☐ 

Activate assistance and support for site personnel as required. 

Including providing escorted access to treatment providers to undertake urgent 
responses (for example, to undertake fogging treatment of premises where required). 
Note: If a departmentally approved treatment provider is not used to respond to a 
biosecurity risk, the treatment must be performed under supervision by a biosecurity 
officer at a fee for service. 

ES, Security ☐ 

Response 
Termination/ 

Recovery 

Clean up of containment areas and manage wastes in consultation with Biosecurity 
Queensland.  

ES ☐ 

Initiate reinstatement of emergency response equipment. ES ☐ 

Complete debrief of relevant personnel. ES ☐ 

Ensure sampling and/or monitoring is carried out. ES ☐ 
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5.3 Reporting 

Biosecurity matter detected within the APLNG Facility Land, during annual surveys or during the course 
of normal operational activities such as area inspections and general walk-downs, will be investigated 
and reported in accordance with the Incident Reporting and Investigation Procedure (ABUE-450-HS-
N05-C-00009). 

Biosecurity Queensland must be informed of incidents involving restricted Biosecurity Matter without 
delay by the Director, Environment and Sustainable Development , on 13 25 23, for example the 
discovery of potential tramp ant species. In addition, a local inspector from Biosecurity Queensland 
must be notified without delay using the Advice of notifiable incident form (BQ/2016/2633). 

Note: An authorised Biosecurity Queensland Officer has powers under the Biosecurity Act 2014 (Qld) 
to enter a place without a warrant or consent where an immediate and significant biosecurity risk 
requires immediate action to mitigate the risk. The Induction and Facility Access Control Procedure 
(ABUE-450-HS-N05-C-00011) should be referred to for safe access procedures. 

The Biosecurity Act 2015 (Cth) requires that persons in charge of goods that are subject to biosecurity 
control notify DAFF of reportable biosecurity incidents which include: 

• Events where prohibited goods, conditionally non-prohibited goods or suspended goods are not 
as described on a manifest or import permit, are damaged and are no longer secure, are lost or 
stolen, or are destroyed; 

• A change in the intended use of conditionally non-prohibited goods;  

• Events where the goods have been exposed to contamination, infestation or infection from 
prohibited goods, conditionally prohibited goods or suspended goods; 

• Events where goods are infested with a live pest, for example an insect; or  

• Where biosecurity measures that have been required to be taken have not been taken. 

The above incidents can be reported directly to a Biosecurity Officer, or to DAFF on 1800 798 636 or 
by completing a Reportable Biosecurity Incident form (AG12/2016). 
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 Auditing and Review 

The implementation of this Plan, including compliance with the relevant EPBC Act Approval 2009/4977 
conditions, will be reviewed annually in accordance with Condition 86 of EPBC Act Approval 
2009/4977.  

Third party audits will be carried out as per the condition requirements of the EA (Condition A9 to A14) 
and the EPBC Act Approval 2009/4977 (Conditions 76 to 81) for the operation of the APLNG Facility. 

The Biosecurity Management Plan will be reviewed every 3 years, or in response to relevant incidents, 
legislation, policy change or requests from regulatory agencies and revised to reflect changes and new 
activities or developments, as per Conditions 68 to 71 of EPBC Act Approval 2009/4977. 

During the review of the Plan the following items will be considered: 

• summary of complaints/incidents and response actions; 

• summary of results of monitoring and auditing conducted;  

• assessment of opportunities for improvement of environmental performance, including a review 
of findings from the implementation of the Queensland Biosecurity Strategy through regional pilot 
programs; 

• relevant amendments required. 
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Appendix 1: Compliance Matrix Addressing Approval Conditions of EPBC2009/4977 

Environmental Management Plan – Biosecurity 

Management Conditions 

Section Addressed within Plan 

46. Before the commencement of construction of the 

LNG plant and ancillary onshore facilities the proponent 

must prepare a Quarantine Management Plan (QMP). 

The objectives of the QMP are to prevent the 

introduction of non-endemic species on to Curtis Island. 

The QMP must include measures to: 

(a) detect pests and weeds, and prevent weed 

introduction and/or proliferation; 

(b) control and, unless otherwise determined by the 

relevant State authorities, eradicate detected non-

indigenous terrestrial species (including weeds); 

(c) mitigate adverse impacts of any control and 

eradication actions in indigenous species taken 

against detected pests and weeds.  

(d) assess risk, manage supply chains, and manage 

and inspect vessels; 

(e) mitigate any pest or weed impacts; 

(f) report and record any quarantine incidents; 

(g) identify performance standards to be achieved by 

the QMP; and 

(h) undertake a review of the QMP and identify the 

need for any further studies. 

Biosecurity Management Plan (APLN-000-EN-R01-

D-10175), was approved prior to the 

commencement of construction of the LNG plant 

and ancillary onshore facilities.  

(a) Section 4 Management Strategy and Section 

5.1 Monitoring 

(b) Section 4 Management Strategy 

(c) Section 4 Management Strategy 

(d) Section 4 Management Strategy 

(e) Section 4 Management Strategy 

(f) Section 5 Monitoring, Incident Response and 

Reporting 

(g) Section 4.1 Objectives and Targets 

(h) This amendment 

 

Note: To avoid doubt, the QMP may be submitted in 

stages, for example to cover the period prior to any 

planned direct arrival at the MOF of international 

imports, and after this time. 

As stated in the letter of Approval (2011/05726 – 

APLN-DEWH-ORIG-L-000003) the Plan must be 

reviewed and resubmitted prior to the 

commencement of operations. 

THE QMP must be submitted for the approval of the 

Minister. Commencement must not occur without 

approval in writing of the Minister. The approved Plan 

must be implemented. 

Intent of this Plan is to ensure that implementation 

complies with the recently enacted 

Commonwealth and State Biosecurity legislation.  
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